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“I think the city should be tolerant of 
graffiti, a kind of ‘city folk art.’ It is a 
way for people to show their creativity 
and passion.” Page 6 


Wudaokou has taken on the real feel 
of a college town, with cool student- 
oriented hangouts cropping up all over 
the place. Page 14 


As a child growing up by the 
side of a railway, Xiao Bian’er 
always felt curious about the 
lives of the passengers on the 
trains. Page 9 



at Shangri-La 



By Chu Meng 

I n a small village called Ji- 
sha in Shangri-La County, 
Yunnan Province, a letter 
of appointment was pre- 
sented on August 19 on 
behalf of 88 households to the 
first legal counselor. The legal 
counselor, Li Weiyang, is entrust- 
ed with helping the villagers in 
their fight to prevent the further 
deforestation and exploitation of 
the natural environment of the 
Thousand Lakes Mountains. 

Shangri-La, a beautiful moun- 
tainous region of Yunnan border- 
ing Tibet, was named a World 
Heritage Site in 2002. The vil- 
lage of Jisha, which falls under 
the administration of Xiaozhong- 
dian township, lies at the foot of 
the Qianhu, or Thousand Lake, 
Mountains. The hills around the 
village are dotted with over 100 
pristine lakes and many, despite 
extensive logging up to 1998, re- 
main covered by primeval for- 
ests. The alpine lakes and several 
of the mountains are held as sa- 
cred by the local Tibetans, and 
every year, religious ceremonies 
are held there. 

Balancing development and 
protection 

In August 2002, a Kunming 
real estate company signed a 
contract with the Xiaozhong- 
dian township government to 
develop a tourism project in Ji- 
sha and the surrounding Qian- 
hu Mountains. 

The real estate company sub- 
sequently founded the Qianhu 
Mountains Ecological Exploita- 
tion Company, which in August 
2004, began seeking to acquire 
the sole rights for the com- 
mercial exploitation of the re- 
gion, promising in return to pay 
the village 50,000 yuan (US 
$6,000) per year for three years. 
Seven residents, representing 
the whole village, signed a con- 
tract with the company. All of 
the signatories are illiterate 
and did not know that the ex- 
ploitation rights actually lasted 
for 40 years. More importantly, 
they were not chosen to repre- 
sent the villagers by their peers, 
but instead were assigned the 
roles directly by the Xiaozhong- 
dian township government. 

Li Bo, a conservationist who 


‘The appointment 
of legal 

consultants for 
nearly illiterate 
villagers is one of 
the key steps of 
our project.’ 


works for Center for Biodiver- 
sity and Indigenous Knowledge 
(CBIK) in Kunming, arrived in 
Shangri-La County in the au- 
tumn of 2000, when he joined 
a community-based agro-bio- 
diversity conservation project 
sponsored by CBIK in the north- 
western part of Yunnan. 

The project was jointly ini- 
tiated by the Yunnan provincial 
government, the Global Environ- 
ment Facilities (GEF) and the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
in the same year. It was Li’s idea 
to help the Jisha villagers find a 
counselor to represent them, and 
it was he who drafted the ap- 
pointment contract. 

“The villagers were unhap- 
py because they had neither 
been informed nor consulted. 
Nor were they included in the 
development. They were also 
concerned that the development 
project and the rubbish left be- 
hind by the visitors might spoil 
their sacred hills and lakes. 
They started to design and de- 


velop an eco-cultural tourism 
project with our funds. The ap- 
pointment of legal consultants 
for nearly illiterate villagers is 
one of the key steps of our proj- 
ect,” Li Bo said in an interview 
with Beijing Today Tuesday. 

“Ideally, it will keep the pro- 
tection of community resources 
and development of livelihoods 
in balance,” he said, “It is in 
fact the first contract of this 
kind signed by isolated villag- 
ers such as these who have little 
understanding of how to protect 
their environment from damag- 
ing commercial activities. The 
Jisha case is unusual in China, 
because it is not simply an eco- 
nomic dispute such as we see in 
big cities; it is a case of making 
people aware of their commu- 
nity’s resource rights and the 
importance of biodiversity con- 
servation.” 

Logging in peaceful haven 

The area around Jisha village 
was logged by the state logging 
company from the mid 60s to mid 
90s. The ecological, economic and 
social impact of the logging was 
devastating and lasted well be- 
yond 1998 when the national log- 
ging ban was implemented. 

At the peak of the logging op- 
erations, more than 1,000 lumber 
workers, mainly from Northeast 
China, were stationed there, cut- 
ting down 400,000 cubic meters 
of timber a year. In a bid to 
shake off their poverty, the lo- 
cals joined the logging army in 
the late 1980s. For nearly twen- 
ty years, wages paid to the lum- 
ber workers accounted for 50 to 
70 percent of villagers’ income. 
As primeval forest was replaced 
by second growth, local wildlife 
retreated deeper into the moun- 


tains and many of the sacred 
hills were left totally denuded. 

In an effort to preserve the 
forests and wildlife and prevent 
further soil erosion and loss of 
biodiversity, China banned log- 
ging in first growth forests and 
natural woods in 1998. Jisha 
lies within this protected zone. 
But as a result, the state log- 
ging company left, hills were 
bald, and around 400 local peo- 
ple lost much of their home- 
land’s natural resources - the 
pasture land where they fed 
their yaks and planted crops 
and pristine forest. 

Li Bo said, “After 1998, the Ji- 
sha community had to live with 
the devastating consequences of 
the logging. I was appalled to 
learn that the villagers had so 
little means and control over re- 
sources that were so vital to 
their livelihoods. The mountains 
not only hold the summer alpine 
pasture land, which produce two 
thirds of their diary products, but 
are also their most sacred places, 
and the source of all their drink- 
ing and irrigation water.” 

The fact that the new conces- 
sion business contract between 
the company and township gov- 
ernment neither took the farm- 
ers’ concerns into account, nor 
recognized the farmers as stake- 
holders, and therefore entitled 
to share development benefits, 
speaks volumes about the seri- 
ous problems in the yet to be de- 
fined environmental justices of 
resources management and na- 
ture conservation. 

Helping hands 

While CBIK worked to get 
the community-based eco-devel- 
opment project up and running, 
the Qianhu Mountains Ecological 
Exploitation Company and the 
township government stepped up 
their campaign to get the villag- 
ers to agree to their mass tourism 
development project. However 
the villagers were not told about 
or shown any of the development 
blueprints, because the construc- 
tion plans were “confidential.” 

According to Li Bo, the com- 
pany asked him during the 
negotiations “why the Jisha vil- 
lagers should receive benefits 
from the project! The company 
planned to construct a cable 


car system from the foot of the 
Qianhu Mountains right to the 
top, where there are many hills 
and lakes the villagers hold 
as sacred. They also wanted 
to build a modern hotel of the 
slope of the mountain. The vil- 
lagers said that as they won’t 
be offered any economic com- 
pensation for the loss of their 
land, they wanted to set up 
a horse-riding service and act as 
tour guides for tourists, to make 
some money. However the com- 
pany claimed that horse-riding 
would damage the eco-system. 
But everybody understands 
that the horse has been a tradi- 
tional means of transportation 
here for thousands of years, 
and has never endangered the 
environment. And compared to 
cable cars, which one will do 
more harm to the sacred hills 
and lakes!” 

Li realized that clarifying and 
solving the legal issues for the vil- 
lagers was critical to the success 
of CBIK’s community environ- 
mental protection and develop- 
ment project. First, the villagers 
believed that the government 
was law and law was whatever 
the government said it was; sec- 
ond, they had no idea that some 
laws might actually work in their 
favor. The villagers needed some- 
one who could explain to them 
what the company was going to 
do with their lands and to help 
them understand their rights 
and deserved benefits. There- 
fore, he helped draft the letter of 
appointment, which was present- 
ed to Li Weiyang from Yunnan 
Ruixiang Law Firm. 

“The day after our first eve- 
ning law-study class in the vil- 
lage, which dealt with citizen’s 
rights on resources and deci- 
sion-making, some of the farm- 
ers were concerned that they 


Photos by Li Bo 

might have gotten involved in 
some sort of illegal, anti-gov- 
ernment activities. Later, we 
even had greater difficulty ex- 
plaining to them what a legal 
advisor does and how he could 
potentially benefit them. An old 
man named Lamu told me that 
they had never before met any- 
one who would help them with- 
out asking for something in 
return,” Li Weiyang told Beijing 
Today Wednesday. 

Li Bo added, “Clearly, we 
were determined to get them a 
legal advisor as our first step to 
engage laws and legal issues as 
our project to assist them when 
negotiating with the company 
and township government. Fi- 
nally, they came to understand 
this and accepted our help. The 
fact is that the destructive ex- 
ploitation for the past 20 years 
had profound impact not only 
on the local environment, but 
also on the villagers attitude 
towards outsiders and the local 
government, and has even 
soured relationships between 
the local villagers.” 

With the assistance of Li Wei- 
yang, CBIK has raised 250,000 
yuan (US $30,488) from a Dutch 
development institute to finance 
the project. He told Beijing Today 
Wednesday that the real estate 
company has agreed to pay envi- 
ronmental compensation to the 
Jisha villagers up to 250 thou- 
sand yuan per year from 2004 
to 2008, and from 2009 to 2040, 
the amount will increase to 
400,000 yuan per year. “Though 
the amount is far less than we 
hoped for, it represents a big step 
forward for Jisha,” said Li. 
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Free Personal Classifieds 


Beijing Today is 
launching a free 
personal classifieds 
service. For sale and 
wanted ads, 
situations wanted 
and vacant, 
language exchange 
and personals, and 
rentals will be 


printed free of 
charge. Email your 
personal classifieds 
(in English and 
Chinese) to 
info@ynet.com. 
Personal classifieds 
should conform to 
relevant laws and 
regulations. 


g j> u j ■ Under the auspices of the Information Office of Beijing Municipal Government ■ Run by Beijing Youth Daily ■ President: Zhang Yanping ■ Editor in Chief: Zhang Yabin ■ Executive Deputy Editor in Chief: He Pingping ■ 
Director of the Editorial Department: Liu FengBPrice: 2 yuan per issue B26 yuan for 3 months B Address: No.23, Building A, Baijiazhuang Dongli, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China BZip Code: 100026 B Telephone/Fax: (010) 
Beijing youth daily 6590-2525 B E-mail: bjtoday@ynet.com B Hotline for subscription with Red Cap Company: (010) 67756666 B Overseas Code Number: D1545 B Overseas Distribution Agent: China International Book Trading Corporation 







TRENDS 


2 SEPTEMBER 3, 2004 


IEIIING TODAY 


E-mail: houmingxin@ynet.com 


EDITOR: HOU MINGXIN DESIGNER: LI SHI 


Beijing 
Hong Kong 
Governments 
Getting Closer 


By Chu Meng 

With the aim of furthering govern- 
mental cooperation between Beijing 
and Hong Kong and to establish a more 
efficient cooperation mechanism, the 
first conference on Beijing-Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Cooperation was 
held in Hong Kong this Thursday. The 
conference was one of the key events 
of the Eighth Beijing-Hong Kong Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Symposium held 
from September 2 and 3. 

Participating in the opening cere- 
mony yesterday was secretary of the 
CPC Beijing Municipal Committee Liu 
Qi, mayor of Beijing Wang Qishan, 
chief executive of Hong Kong Tung 
Chee-hwa and director of the liaison 
office of the CPC Government in Hong 
Kong Gao Siren. 

The new governmental cooperation 
mechanism includes three points: first 
the conference will be hosted in turn 


by top officials from Beijing and Hong 
Kong; second, supervision work will be 
led by a vice-major of Beijing and direc- 
tor-general of the Hong Kong Finance 
Department; third, the two cities will 
each establish a communication office 
in order to ensure regular contact 
between the two sides. 

Beijing has brought to the two-day 
event not only business information 
for the Olympic economy, but also a 
total of 110 solid investment proj- 
ects, among which 17 represent key 
projects in Beijing’s infrastructure 
establishment and industrial devel- 
opment. 

The total planned investment has 
reached US $12 billion in projects 
including the Nos. 4, 5, 9 and 10 
subway lines; the northern-line capi- 
tal airport expressway; and the con- 
struction of sewage disposal facility in 
Changping District. 
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Top leaders from Beijing and Hong Kong attend the Eighth Beijing Hong Kong Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Symposium and Olympic Economy Market Promotion in Hong 
Kong Thursday. Hong Kong chief executive Tung Chee-hwa (back row, fifth from right), 
municipal committee secretary of Beijing Liu Qi (Center), CPPCC National Commit- 
tee member Fok Ying Tung (third right), Beijing mayor Wang Qishan (second right). 
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NPC Passes Amendments on laws 


By Wei Lixin 

China’s top legislative body, 
the National People’s Congress 
(NPC), passed two revised laws 
and 10 amendments to a wide 
range of laws at the 11th ses- 
sion of the NPC Standing Com- 
mittee last Saturday. 

The two revised laws relate 
to the prevention and control 
of contagious diseases, and 
electronic signatures on busi- 
ness contracts. 

According to the revised 
law on contagious diseases, 
China will establish a mon- 
itoring and early warning 


system to identify factors that 
might contribute to the spread 
of infectious diseases. The 
amendment also requires all 
health departments to estab- 
lish epidemic reporting sys- 
tems to keep the public 
informed on the latest devel- 
opments of epidemics. The law 
stipulates that governments 
at all levels should strengthen 
prevention and curb the spread 
of AIDS. This is the first time 
that AIDS is specifically men- 
tioned in the law. 

Under the revised law on 
electronic signatures on busi- 


ness contracts, electronic sig- 
natures are given the same 
legal weight as handwritten 
signatures and seals in busi- 
ness transactions, that is to 
say, business contracts signed 
on-line have equal legal 
authority to written ones. 

The amendment is aimed 
at removing certain insti- 
tutional barriers currently 
inhibiting the development of 
e-commerce nationwide, and 
to boost on-line business. 

A legal electronic signa- 
ture should identify the signer 
and confirm file content. As 


Internet trade requires a reli- 
able third party to confirm the 
identify of the signing parties, 
the credibility of online certi- 
fying organizations is signifi- 
cant for transaction security. 

The 10 amendments con- 
cern laws on highways, corpo- 
rations, securities, negotiable 
instruments, auctions, wild- 
life protection, fishing, agri- 
culture, degrees and land 
administration. The most sig- 
nificant amendments are to 
the securities and corporation 
laws. According to the amend- 
ment to the securities law, the 


issue price of above par issue 
stock will be fixed by negotia- 
tions between issuers and the 
securities agency distributor. 

The NPC has also 
approved a resolution ratify- 
ing the Convention on the 
Safety of United Nations and 
Associated Personnel, to pro- 
tect the safety of its increas- 
ingly large number of overseas 
citizens. The convention, 
which was formulated by the 
United Nations and took effect 
in 1995, has been ratified 
by 72 countries, including 
Russia, Britain and France. 


New Tax law 
limit Small 
Foreign 
Trade 
Business 

By Annie Wei 

Individually operated for- 
eign trade companies are 
facing difficulties as a result 
of an urgent notice of taxa- 
tion management on new com- 
mercial and trade companies, 
according to a report in last 
Saturday’s China Business. 

The notice, titled Major 
Amendments to the Foreign 
Trade Law and Their Implica- 
tions, released by the Minis- 
try of Commerce on April 13, 
approved foreign trade activi- 
ties by individuals. Under the 
previous law, individuals were 
not allowed to engage in for- 
eign trade business. 

However a newly released 
notice on taxation man- 
agement of newly opened 
commercial and trade compa- 
nies was implemented from 
August 1. According to the 
notice, such companies can 
only apply for general tax- 
payer qualification if annual 
sales reach 1.8 million yuan. 

Businessman Hou Zhem- 
ing was quoted in China 
Business as saying that fol- 
lowing the publishing of the 
major amendments, he opened 
his own foreign trade com- 
pany without encountering 
any problems in registration. 
But the 1.8 million yuan 


annual sales requirement in 
the notice handicapped him 
with general taxpayer qualifi- 
cation, which means that his 
company cannot apply for cus- 
toms refunds, as a result, he 
is losing 6 to 17 percent value 
on each deal. Hou also pointed 
out that most newly estab- 
lished foreign trade companies 
do not have 1.8 million yuan in 
annual sales and they cannot 
survive without refunds. 

A spokesman from the 
Department of Planning and 
Finance of the Ministry of Com- 
merce, was quoted in China 
Business as saying the that 
problem is distinct that new 
and small foreign trade compa- 
nies cannot apply for customs 
refunds without general tax- 
payer qualification. The State 
Administration of Taxation 
released the notice as a mea- 
sure of receipts control, and 
the Ministry of Commerce has 
asked the administration to 
find a solution. There is as yet 
no word as to whether a further 
amendment will be released. 

Another source from 
administration quoted in 
China Business, said there will 
be no changes or amendments 
for the notice, which was intro- 
duced to avoid fraudulently 
added value tax receipts. A 
company of a certain size and 
satisfactory business opera- 
tion can apply for general tax- 
payer qualification. 

However another business- 
man in the wooden door export 
business told Beijing Today 
Wednesday, only a few compa- 
nies, with products that sell for 
less abroad than in the domes- 
tic market, such as socks and 
bras, can survive without tax 
refunds. He considered that 
such businesses were taking 
advantage of the policies. 


Interest 
Free loans 
for School 
Students 

By Annie Wei 

Newly introduced changes 
to national school-aid loans 
make the system “basically 
reasonable,” according to 
Zhang Baoqing, vice-minister 
of education. 

The Education Depart- 
ment, Finance Department, 
People’s Bank of China and 
the China Banking Regu- 
lation Commission held a 
press conference Tuesday 
morning, announcing adjust- 
ments to the national school- 
aid loan system. Although 
imperfections remained, the 
system was basically rea- 
sonable, Zhang was quoted 
as saying in Beijing News 
Wednesday. 

Wu Xiaoling, vice presi- 
dent of China People’s Bank 
said changes affected the 
interest on student loans, 
which cover tuition, accom- 
modation and living. Inter- 
est on student loans for 
current students will now 
be paid entirely by the 
state, rather than 50 per- 
cent by the student and 50 
percent by the state. Mean- 
while former students will 
pay full interest, rather 
than 50 percent. 

Previously, students had 
to start repaying the loan 
immediately after gradua- 
tion. Under the new policy, 
repayment is dependant on 


the student’s employment 
status, and can be delayed 
for up to six years after grad- 
uation. 

Some students have 
failed to repay their loans 
following graduation since 
student loans were intro- 
duced in 1999. In some prov- 
inces, the rate of default 
on student loans was over 
20 percent. As a result of 
this risk, some banks have 
been unwilling to offer stu- 
dent loans. Under the new 
system, the government, 
banks and schools will share 
the risk. The compensation 
foundation for universities 
and institutes will be 
equally shared with the 
central finance department, 
while that of local colleges 
will be equally shared with 
the local finance depart- 
ment. This change will help 
to reduce the banks’ risk, 
while the risk to the schools 
will be minimal. 

Wu Xiaoling was quoted 
in the Beijing News as saying 
national and provincial loan 
management centers will be 
established to enhance col- 
laboration between banks 
and universities. 

Zhao Baoqing meanwhile 
emphasized that all 
enrolled students should be 
able to complete their edu- 
cation and not be forced to 
drop out of school for finan- 
cial reasons. 

Student loans are avail- 
able in China to students 
from families whose income 
is lower the local average. 
Zhao said up to 20 percent 
of China’s enrolled qualified 
for the loans according to 
this criteria, and 5 to 10 per- 
cent faced serious financial 
troubles. 


Environmental 
Effect Calculated 
in GDP 

By Annie Wei 

An experimental frame- 
work for calculating green 
GDP in China has been 
established according to Pan 
Yue, vice-director of the 
State Environmental Pro- 
tection Administration of 
China (SEPAC). 

Speaking at a meeting on 
China’s resources and environ- 
mental economy Wednesday, 
Pan said the pilot system will 
be implemented as quickly as 
possible. 

The meeting, organized by 
SEPAC and National Bureau 
of Statistics, discussed how 
to set up and operate the 
system. 

According to the official 
SEPAC website, the admin- 
istration has organized the 
accounting on environmen- 
tal pollution loss from 1998 
to 2003, and expects a pri- 
mary conclusion at the end 
of this year or in early 2005. 
Based on the experimental 
framework, the Green GDP 
project will begin in Beijing, 
Jilin, Shangxi, Guangdong 
and Shanghai. 

Renowned Tsinghua Uni- 
versity economist Wei Jie, 
was quoted in Beijing Morn- 
ing Post yesterday as saying 
that the environmental effect 
accounted in GDP will not 
affect GDP growth speed. 
For example, loss caused by 
environmental pollution will 
cause a decline in GDP value, 
but investment to improve 
the environment, along with 
related job opportunities, will 
boost the GDP value. 


Oil Import Licenses Granted 
to 17 Companies 

By Annie Wei 

The Ministry of Commerce has confirmed 
a third list of 17 non-state-owned companies 
licensed to import crude and refined oil prod- 
ucts, according to last Friday’s Beijing Times. 

Hubei Tianfa and Heilongjiang Union 
Petroleum and Chemicals have been granted 
licenses to import crude oil. A further 15 
companies have received licenses to import 
refined oil. 

Xinjia Yaxin International Trade, Ninxia 
Lanxing Oil Sales and Dongguan Electricity 
and Fuel, confirmed to Beijing Today Tues- 
day that they had received licenses to import 
refined oil. A spokesman for the international 
trade department of Ninxia Lanxing Oil Sales 
said the company needs to import 300,000 
tons of oil every year. 

Analysts said that although quotas for the 
non-state owned companies might be small, 
it means that more and more qualified non- 
state-owned companies can take part in the 
crude and refined oil trade, a market formerly 
dominated by China National Petroleum Cor- 
poration and China Petroleum and Chemical 
Corporation (Sinopec). 

Since China agreed to open its refined oil 
retail market by the end of this year and 
the refined oil wholesale market by the end 
of next year, foreign companies have partic- 
ipated in the management of over 2,000 oil 
stations by different means. The impact on 
domestic companies will be lessened by open- 
ing the market to non-state-own companies 
in advance. 

Home Appliances to Garry 
Energy Efficiency Ratings 

By Sun Yongjian 

From March 1 next year, all new home 
appliances must be clearly marked with an 
energy efficiency rating, according to a docu- 
ment issued by the National Development and 
Reform Commission and the National General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspec- 
tion and Quarantine on August 27. 

According to Lu Renbo, vice-president of 
the Market Economy Research Institute of 
the Development and Research Center of the 
State Council, the establishment of an energy 
efficiency rating system plays a key role in 
raising consumers’ awareness about energy- 
saving, and will speed up efforts to create an 
energy-efficient society. 

Go-ahead for Foreign 
Capital in Cartoons and 
Subscription IV 

By Xie Lixue 

The curtain came down Monday on the 
International Exhibition of Broadcasting, 
Film and Television. During the exhibition, 
discussions were held on the issues of draw- 
ing on foreign capital for cartoons and for 
subscription programs on TV. 

At the Forum of International Cartoons 
last Wednesday, Hu Zhanfan, vice-director of 
the administration of broadcasting and tele- 
vision, announced that the domestic cartoon 
market would partially open to foreign inves- 
tors. He pointed out that improving the com- 
mercial viability of animated films was a 
essential with the global cartoon industry 
blooming rapidly in the 21st century. It was 
the first time that the change in policy has 
been publicly canvassed. Domestic experts 
in the field predicted that foreign companies 
would only be allowed to participate in the 
post-production process. 

At another seminar, held on Friday and 
Saturday, Tian Jin, a newly appointed vice- 
director of the administration, spoke about 
the production of fee-paid TV programs. He 
said, “The policies to encourage the produc- 
tion of TV series include the improvement 
on the organization’s structure, reducing the 
limitations and adding some foreign invest- 
ment, on the condition that the Chinese side 
holds the majority share. However, foreign 
companies would still be banned from operat- 
ing a subscription-channel.” 

Safely and HeaHh Exhibition 
and Forum Open 

By Zhang Zhan 

The Second China International Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Exhibition opened 
Wednesday at Beijing’s China World Trade 
Center. More than 50 foreign companies, 
including DuPont and 3M and 150 Chinese 
companies and media organizations are 
attending the four-day exhibition. 

The exhibition is being held in conjunction 
with the Second China International Forum 
on Work Safety. The forum, which opened 
yesterday, focuses on work safety, emergency 
rescue and risk management, and will be 
addressed by business leaders, academics and 
government officials. 

The forum and the exhibition are spon- 
sored by SAWS China, Liberty Mutual Insur- 
ance, USA and National Safety Council, and 
organized by the National Center for Inter- 
national Exchange and Cooperation on Work 
Safety. 
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Is Diet Coke Drugged? 

Former doctor sues over drink’s ingredient mix 



Diet Coke contains caffeine and sodium benzoate - 


but in the correct proportions to qualify as a drug? 

Photo by Photocome 


Dutch Insurer Enters Capital Market 


By Sun Yongjian 

Holland-based ING Group 
N.V. (ING) and Capital Group 
announced Wednesday that 
their joint venture, ING Cap- 
ital Life Insurance Company 
(ICLIC), had received approval 
from the China Insurance Reg- 
ulatory Committee (CIRC) to 
establish a branch office in 
Beijing. 

ICLIC’s Beijing branch is 
scheduled to start operations 
in the first quarter of 2005, 
initially employing 300 sales 
agents and expanding to near- 
ly 1,000 agents by the end of 
the year, according to a compa- 
ny press release. 

The joint venture would offer 


customers a mix of traditional life 
and personal accident policies, 
including universal life products 
and group insurance allowed by 
recent deregulation, it said. 

ING Group Chairman Mi- 
chel Tilmant was quoted as say- 
ing, “With permission to set up a 
branch in the highly important 
market of Beijing, ING’s insur- 
ance activities are present in 
four major cities across China 
- Beijing, Dalian, Guangzhou 
and Shanghai. I am confident 
that by leveraging ING’s global 
expertise and the unique local 
strength brought by our part- 
ner, Capital Group, we will be 
able to set the standard for fi- 
nancial services in Beijing.” 


Boosted, Nippon, Arcdor 
launch Steel Venture 


By Sun Yongjian 

Chinese authorities gave 
the green light to leading 
international steel firms 
BaoSteel, Nippon Steel Cor- 
poration and Arcelor on Au- 
gust 27 to establish a joint 
venture in Shanghai, a state- 
ment on Baosteel’s website re- 
vealed the next day. 

The new company, Bao- 
steel-NSC Arcelor Automotive 
Steel Sheets Co., would be 
aimed at being the top do- 
mestic producer of high-grade 
steel sheet for use in automo- 
bile production, leaders from 
the three companies said at 
a ceremony for the joint ven- 


ture’s launch. 

The joint venture would be 
located inside Baosteel’s plant 
in Shanghai and have an an- 
nual production capacity of 1.7 
million tons of steel, consisting 
of 900,000 tons of cold rolled 
steel products and 800,000 tons 
of hot rolled products, the state- 
ment said. 

Investment in the company 
would total $783 million and Bao- 
steel would contribute 50 percent 
of its $361 million of registered 
capital, the statement said. Nip- 
pon Steel will put up 38 percent 
and Arcelor 12 percent. 

Full scale production is 
slated to begin next June. 


Ericsson Reshuffles Dluetooth Structure 


By James Liu 

Ericsson, the inventor of 
Bluetooth technology, stopped 
designing, researching and de- 
veloping Bluetooth solutions 
for semiconductors as of Mon- 
day and shifted the efforts to 
its subsidiary Ericsson Mobile 
Platforms (EMP). 

A press release on the compa- 
ny’s website explained the move 
was made because Bluetooth so- 
lutions had not become a major 
area of business for the telecom 
supplier. The reshuffling should 
be completed by the end of the 
year, the release said. 

Only around 20 of the 125 
employees in the Ericsson 
Technology Licensing depart- 
ment would continue to pro- 


vide services to customers 
in the semiconductor sector, 
while the rest would move 
to EMP, a wholly-owned com- 
pany Ericsson established in 
2001, the Beijing Morning Post 
reported Tuesday. 

“This will not affect Blue- 
tooth solution promotion in 
China, as all of Ericsson’s Blue- 
tooth operations in China were 
already being handled by EMP,” 
the report said. 

A telecom industry analyst 
said that Ericsson gave up the 
designing of Bluetooth-enabled 
chips due to financial losses 
caused by the wide application 
of broadband and wireless local 
area network (LAN) technolo- 
gy, the newspaper said. 


Saudi Gas Giant lyes Chinese market 


By Annie Wei 

The Coca-Cola Company in 
Tianjin got in hot water last 
week, as a former doctor has said 
its Diet Coke product contains 
an illegal drug and filed a relat- 
ed lawsuit against the company 
with the court of the Tianjin Eco- 
nomic And Technology Develop- 
ment Zone on August 25. 

The court has yet to start 
hearing the case, but the do- 
mestic media has been widely 
covering the story. 

The plaintiff, a 35-year-old man 
surnamed Li, said Diet Coke con- 
tains both caffeine and sodium 
benzoate, two substances that 
combined in certain doses can 
form a potentially addictive drug 
considered illegal in China. 

Drugs composed of the two 
compounds are used to treat re- 
spiratory conditions. 

In his lawsuit, Li is demand- 
ing Coca-Cola recall its Diet Coke 
products from the domestic mar- 
ket, refund the 1.8 yuan he once 
spent to purchase a can of Diet 
Coke and offer a symbolic 1 yuan 
in compensation. 

A spokesman for Coca-Cola told 
the Tianjin-based City Express 
newspaper on August 26 that all 
its products were produced legal- 
ly and the company held certifi- 
cates of safety from the General 
Administration of Quality Super- 
vision, Inspection and Quarantine 
and the Tianjin Board of Health. 
The source said all Coke products 
went through rigorous annual 
sample testing at the Tianjin Cen- 
ter For Disease Control And Pre- 
vention every year as well as 
the company’s own regular qual- 
ity and safety checks. 

Li started on his anti-Coke 
crusade in July after he pur- 
chased a can of Diet Coke from 


By Annie Wei 

China Southern Airlines signed 
an agreement in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong Province last Satur- 
day to become a member of the 
SkyTeam alliance, the company 
announced on its website. 

Yan Zhiqing, chairman of the 
airline, signed the agreement with 
the CEOs of fellow SkyTeam mem- 
bers Korean Air and Air France. 

SkyTeam, established in 2001, 
also includes Aeromexico, Delta 
Air Lines, CSA Czech Airlines 
and Alitalia. Together, the alli- 
ance members service 517 des- 
tinations in 121 countries with 
8,300 flights a day and have an- 
nual traffic of more than 218 mil- 
lion passengers. 


a supermarket and noted the 
ingredients included water, caf- 
feine and sodium benzoate, he 
told Beijing Today. Though he 
now works in the flower field, Li 
had been a doctor for 15 years, 
and he quickly put together that 
the drink contained all the basic 
materials to make the potential- 
ly dangerous drug. 

Wang Lei, a PR executive for 
Coca-Cola in Beijing, said Mon- 
day that the charges were in- 
correct, because only mixtures of 
caffeine and sodium benzoate in 
equal parts could qualify as the 
drug, adding that Diet Coke was 
made in keeping with national 
food and drink safety regulations. 

Company standards hold that 


Yan was quoted on China 
Southern’s website as saying the 
move was an important step in 
the airline’s reforms and would 
strengthen its domestic and in- 
ternational competitiveness. 

Guangdong-based China South- 
ern Airlines operates an average of 
2,900 scheduled flights per week 
serving 65 cities in China and 22 
destinations outside the country 
with a fleet of 110 aircraft, includ- 
ing 92 Boeing planes. The com- 
pany’s annual sales reached 17.4 
billion yuan in 2003. 

With China Southern joining 
the alliance, the new Baiyun In- 
ternational Airport in Guangzhou 
would become SkyTeam’s first air 
hub in China, a development that 


Diet Coke should not include more 
than 150 milligrams of caffeine and 
200 milligrams of sodium benzoate 
per liter, a composition that puts 
it within domestic health supervi- 
sion authorities’ requirements. 

Li, however, argues that peo- 
ple who drank two or three cans 
of Diet Coke a day could still 
be in danger. He also said he 
had certified test results that 
showed the Diet Coke he had 
purchased contained 120 milli- 
grams of caffeine and 100 mil- 
ligrams of sodium benzoate, a 
proportion nearly equal to that 
of the illegal drug, but he failed 
to produce a hard copy. 

A professor Wang from the 
food department of China Agri- 


could lead to exciting new busi- 
ness and growth opportunities for 
the Chinese carrier, he said. 

Entering the SkyTeam fami- 
ly would also allow China South- 
ern to share facilities, make joint 
purchases and connect to the alli- 
ance’s frequent flyer mileage pro- 
gram, Jeff Ruffolo, the airline’s 
public relations manager, said. 

Among the top officials that 
attended Saturday’s agreement 
signing ceremony were Yang Yu- 
anyuan, head of the Civil Avi- 
ation Administration of China, 
Guangdong Province Governor 
Huang Huahua and State-owned 
Assets Supervision and Admin- 
istration Commission Chairman 
Zhao Xizi. 


cultural University was quoted 
by the Beijing Morning Post on 
August 27 as saying the min- 
iscule amounts of caffeine and 
sodium benzoate in Diet Coke 
could not affect consumers. In 
the same article, another expert 
acknowledged that other com- 
mercial soft drinks included both 
caffeine and sodium benzoate. 

A similar diagnosis was giv- 
en by Chen Junshi of the State 
Food Additive Committee. He 
told Beijing Today on Wednesday 
and that Diet Coke was produced 
according to national health re- 
quirements and that the low 
concentration of the suspect com- 
pounds in the drink did not qual- 
ify as forming the illegal drug. 


Nippon Oil Ups 
Presence in 
lubricant 
Market 

By Sun Yongjian 

Domestic lubricant oil 
makers are bracing for 
greater competition follow- 
ing news Nippon Oil Co. in- 
tends to establish a second 
lubricant oil joint venture 
in China, the Beijing Times 
said Monday. 

An anonymous source from 
Japan-based Nippon Oil’s pro- 
spective domestic partner Great 
Wall Lubrication Oil confirmed 
the news to Beijing Today on 
Wednesday. 

Negotiations were going 
smoothly and the joint venture 
proposal had been forwarded 
to Sinopec, Great Wall’s moth- 
er company, the insider noted. 
The deal awaited approval from 
the National Asset Supervision 
and Administration Commis- 
sion, he said. 

The joint venture will have 
$15 million in registered capi- 
tal, with half coming from Sin- 
opec, 40 percent from Nippon 
Oil and 10 percent from Ja- 
pan’s Meiwa Corporation. An- 
nual production capacity is 
expected to hit 50,000 liters 
after the company starts op- 
erations in 2006. 

Establishment of the new 
joint venture was being 
matched by pushes to provide 
lubricating oil to domestic en- 
terprises that have received 
Japanese investment as a 
means of bypassing Japanese 
trade barriers blocking China- 
made lubrication oil from be- 
ing used by Japanese-based 
enterprises in this country, the 
Great Wall source said. 

The creation of the new com- 
pany could disrupt the market 
dominance of domestic com- 
panies Great Wall, Kunlun 
Lubrication Oil and Monarch 
Lubrication Oil, a market an- 
alyst was quoted as saying in 
the Beijing Times report. 


By Sun Yongjian 

Aramco Company Overseas 
BV, a major international oil 
firm based in Saudi Arabia, is 
going to construct 600 gas sta- 
tions in China’s Fujian prov- 
ince, Stephen Lee, commercial 
director of the company’s Hong 
Kong branch, told Beijing To- 
day on Wednesday. 

The first step in the proj- 
ect will be forming a domestic 
joint venture company with 
Chinese oil giant Sinopec. The 
joint feasibility report had al- 
ready been submitted to Chi- 
nese authorities and approval 
was expected by the end of the 
year, Lee said. 

Sinopec would put up 55 


percent of the project’s more 
than $3.5 billion in starting 
capital, while the rest would 
be split by Aramco and US- 
based Exxon Mobile, he said. 

Aramco is one of the world’s 
10 largest oil companies, the 
Beijing Morning Post reported 
Wednesday. 

If things went smoothly, 
gas stations should start 
opening by the end of 2005, 
Lee said. “There is great po- 
tential in China’s gas mar- 
ket,” he noted. 

Applications to open more 
than 2,000 new gas stations na- 
tionwide have been filed with 
Chinese authorities, the Beijing 
Morning Post said. 


Philips to Boost Brand image 


Asset Manager Takes 
Control of Lowly 


D’long 

By Sun Yongjian 

Huarong Assets Man- 
agement Company, one 
of four firms appointed 
by China’s central bank 
to handle the non-per- 
forming loans of Chinese 
banks, is taking charge 
of asset reorganization at 
listed D’Long Group, a 
massive private compa- 
ny facing bankruptcy. 

Three listed D’Long 
Group subsidiaries, Al- 
loy Investment, Xinjiang 
Tunhe and Xianghuoju, 
announced the move 
through the website of 
the Shenzhen Stock Ex- 
change on Tuesday. 

Huarong has been 
empowered to have sole 
administration rights to 
handle the assets of the 
three D’Long companies 


through lawsuits, shift- 
ing ownership, leasing, 
reorganization, bank- 
ruptcy and other meth- 
ods, the statement said. 

A priority for Hua- 
rong would be settling 
the individual liability 
of non-bank financial in- 
stitutions under the um- 
brella of D’Long Group, 
it said. 

D’Long used to be con- 
sidered a model of pri- 
vate business success in 
China and owned equity 
stakes in over 170 listed 
companies. But poor fis- 
cal management, accord- 
ing to some analysts, led 
to the breakdown of its 
funding chain and sent 
the company spiraling 
downwards to the brink 
of bankruptcy. 


By Sun Yongjian 

Philips, known for 
its home electronic 
products such as tele- 
visions, shavers and 
lights, will launch a 
global marketing push 
on September 14 to 
promote its new brand 
image, Sun Jishan, se- 
nior director of the 
department of brand 
management and co- 
operate communica- 
tions of Philips 
(China) told Beijing 
Today on Tuesday. 

“The campaign will 
be accompanied by an 
attempt to adjust our 
future business direc- 
tions without exerting 
influence on the ex- 
istent business struc- 
ture,” Sun said. She 
explained the move 
was a response to re- 
cent domestic media 
reports that Philips 
was shifting from the 
home appliance sec- 


tors to the healthcare 
and daily use commod- 
ities areas. 

The company’s cur- 
rent product portfolio 
of medical systems, 
lighting, semi- 

conductors, consumer 
electronics and home 
appliances, would be 
lumped together into 
three major sections, 
namely healthcare, life 
style and technology, 
she said. 

“Some aspects of the 
brand often overlooked 
by consumers, such as 
healthcare and life- 
style, will be boosted,” 
Sun added. 

“The Philips of to- 
day is different to the 
way the world per- 
ceives it. It is time 
to take action to let our 
customers understand 
this,” Philips CEO Ge- 
rard Kleisterlee told 
the UK’s Financial 
Times on August 25. 


CredR Card Company Calls for Shift 
from Magnestrips to Chips 


By Sun Yongjian 

Global credit card company 
MasterCard International Or- 
ganization will launch a new 
campaign to get partner banks 
to issue cards carrying per- 
sonal data in microchips, not 
traditional magnetic strips, 
starting January 1, 2006, Sh- 
uan Gaidan, vice president 
and regional head of advanced 
payment systems at Mas- 
terCard International said 


Monday at a Beijing press 
conference. 

MasterCard would urge do- 
mestic banks to follow the strip- 
to-chip shift, as many banks 
and card readers would no lon- 
ger accept magnestrip cards 
after the transition was com- 
pleted, Shuan said. 

The information on chip 
cards was much more difficult 
to illegally decode than on mag- 
nestrip cards, making them 
much safer, he said. 

Chip cards are al- 
ready widely 

available in Taiwan, 
Malaysia, Japan, 

South Korea, Mexico, 
the United Kingdom 
and other countries 
and regions. 

China would inev- 
itable also make the 
move to chip cards, 
Shuan said. 



New chip-based cards are already in use in 
many countries. 


China Southern Set to loin 
Global Airline Alliance 
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If Half Imports Lost - Cheney 


W ashington, August 25 

(Reuters) - The Bush admin- 
istration indicated it would 
tap the US emergency crude oil stock- 
pile if imports of 6 million barrels per 
day, or about half of the nation’s daily 
oil and petroleum purchases, were 
halted. 

Vice President Dick Cheney’s com- 
ments during an Iowa campaign 
appearance on Tuesday marked the 
first time the administration has given 
a specific example of the type of emer- 
gency that would cause it to use the 
stockpile. 

Cheney made it clear that the 
White House was not budging from 
its position, and would not release 
emergency oil unless there was a 
“national crisis.” 

If the United States “were deal- 
ing with a situation where we lost 5 
or 6 million barrels a day, for exam- 
ple, out of the 20 million barrels a 
day that we currently consume, that 


would be the kind of national crisis 
that would drive prices so high and 
probably bring large parts of our 
economy to a halt,” Cheney said. Such 
a situation would require using the 
oil reserve, he said. 

The vice president acknowledged 
there is “a temptation” to remove oil 
from the reserve and put those bar- 
rels in the market to “knock 20 or 
30 cents off the price of a gallon 
of gasoline.” But the relief would be 
short-lived and there would be less 
emergency oil to respond to a real 
supply crisis, he said. 

The administration is in the pro- 
cess of filling the reserve to 700 mil- 
lion barrels by the middle of next 
year. 

Democratic presidential 

challenger John Kerry opposes releas- 
ing oil from the stockpile at the 
moment, and instead supports a tem- 
porarily halt in filling the stockpile 
until petroleum prices drop. 


Local Report: 

As the lifeline of the Ameri- 
can economy, if the petrol pro- 
vision was cut by some sudden 
accident, the country will suffer 
a possible disaster, according 
to the Bush Administration. 

The United States is always 
depicted as “a country on 
wheels ”. There are around 300 
million vehicles in the country; 
the petrol consumption per day 
exceeds 20 million barrels, cov- 
ering a quarter of the world's 
total petrol consumption. 

Meanwhile the reliability of 
the petrol provision from the 
Middle East has fallen. The 
petrol price has soared ner- 
vously since August and once 
hiked to $50 per barrel. 

However, the argument for 
suspending the increase of 
the strategic reserve by many 
people including John Kerry, 
the presidential candidate of 
the Democratic Party, is also 
neglected by Bush's Admin- 
istration. According to the 
statistics released by the Min- 
istry of Energy, the petrol 
strategic reserve in June was 
663 million barrels, but it 
was increased to 668.4 mil- 
lion barrels by August 27, 


with an increase of 100,000 
barrels per day. 

Why is Bush so strongly 
determined to increase the 
petrol reserve especially when 
the high petrol price has given 
a negative influence to the eco- 
nomic growth ? 

It is mainly because of the 
September 11 attack shortly 
after Bush took the presiden- 
tial position which became the 
turning point of the strategic 
petrol reserve policy of the US 
authorities. 

In November of 2001, Bush 
gave an order to the Ministry 
of Energy to increase the stra- 
tegic petrol reserve as rapidly 
as possible, aiming at a reserve 
limit of 700 million barrels by 
2005. 

On the other hand, accord- 
ing to the other point of 
Bush's policy, the strategic 
petrol reserve is used only 
when the United States has 
coordinated the position with 
other western countries for 
any unilateral actions will 
not make substantial influ- 
ence to the international 
petrol market. 

- International Finance 
News , August 31, 2004 

(Sun Yongjian) 


Japan, India Consider Fin 


New Delhi, August 25 (Kyodo) - 
Japan and India agreed Wednesday 
to launch a dialogue on bilateral eco- 
nomic cooperation and other issues, 
with a view to beginning talks on 
concluding a free trade agreement 
between the two countries, Japanese 
officials said. 

Japanese Economy, Trade and 
Industry Minister Shoichi Nak- 
agawa proposed the start of the 
dialogue during a meeting in New 
Delhi with Indian Commerce and 
Industry Minister Kamal Nath, the 
officials said. 

The ministers agreed trade and 
investment between the two coun- 
tries was sluggish and decided to 
begin bilateral working-level talks 
on strengthening ties in a wide 
range of areas, they said. Details of 
the planned talks will be decided 
later. 

Earlier in the day, Nakagawa 
met with Indian Finance Minister 
Palaniappan Chidambaram. During 
the talks, the Indian minister sought 
Japanese corporate investment in 
building infrastructure such as 
bridges and roads in the country, 
according to the officials. 

Analyst’s take: 

There are four major reasons for 
Japan racing to sign a free-trade 
agreement (FTA) for bilateral trade 
deals with other countries, especially 
Asian countries: 

First, the failure of the Cancun meet- 
ing in 2003 predicted a pessimistic 
future for WTO multilateral negotia- 
tion. It seems world trade is increas- 


ingly going to be run on the basis of 
regional / bilateral agreements. 

Second, China's economic power is 
growing rapidly. In November 2002, a 
framework agreement on comprehensive 
economic co-operation between China 
and the Association of South East Asian 
Nations was signed, thus starting the 
construction of a China-ASEAN Free 
Trade Area. Japan was deeply stirred 
by China's advancement and decided to 
quicken its own steps toward FTAs with 
ASEAN member countries separately, 
aiming to marginalize China's position 
in the Asian economy and retain its 
leading position. 

Third, the growth of Japan's econ- 
omy has slowed since the early 1990s, 
and in order to promote growth, more 
FTAs are needed. 

The final point relates to the read- 
justment of Japan's economic strategy. 
China, Japan and India are the three 
biggest countries in Asia. Since China 
has achieved a framework agreement 
with ASEAN, and Sino- Japanese dip- 
lomatic relations have been somewhat 
frosty in recent years, Japan has turned 
its eyes to India. What's more, it seems 
to Japan that the potential market 
demand in India is huge, and that 
India also needs the technology and 
market that Japan can offer. So both 
sides are willing to strengthen their 
bilateral trade relationship. 

- Li Guanghui, vice director 
of the Asia and Africa Research 
Center of the Chinese Academy 
of International Trade and Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, Ministry of 
Commerce of China. 

(Wei Lixin) 
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Moscow International Book Fare Opens ! The 17th Moscow Interna- 
tional Book Fare, one of the ten largerst book fares in the world 
opened Wednesday with more than 2,000 participants from 80 coun- 
reies and regions. 

Photo by Zhang Weige 


Greenspan Warns Against Deficits 


Moves that would cut social 
security benefits among 
recommendations 


August 26, 2004 New York (CNN/ 
Money) - Fed Chairman Alan 
Greenspan warned Congress 
Wednesday to move quickly to fix 
the nation’s swollen budget deficit 

- including measures that could 
cut some future social security pay- 
ments - to avoid even bigger prob- 
lems for the nation’s economy down 
the road. 

Greenspan, in remarks to the House 
Budget Committee, noted the recent 
surge in the deficit is particularly dan- 
gerous, coming less than a decade 
before baby boomers begin drawing on 
federal retirement benefits. 

“This dramatic demographic 
change is certain to place enormous 
demands on our nation’s resources 

- demands we almost surely will 
be unable to meet unless action is 
taken,” he said. “For a variety of rea- 
sons, that action is better taken as 
soon as possible.” 

Some are slamming Greenspan 
for warning that future cuts in 
social security and Medicare spend- 
ing will be necessary. He proposed 
some solutions that would reduce 
future social security benefits to 
retirees, including raising the ages 
at which retirement benefits are 
paid and changing the inflation mea- 
sure used to index the payments. 


Analyst’s take: 

Social security, employer- 
sponsored defined pensions 
and personal savings together 
constitute the three-legged 
American retirement insur- 
ance system. Social security 
is the foundation of a secure 
retirement including old age, 
survivors, and disability 
insurance (OASDI). The cap- 
ital resource of OASDI is 
the social security contribu- 
tions paid by employers and 
employees. 

Disputes on any changes 
to social security are deep 
seated. European countries 
have been discussing the 
problem for a long time, and 
some have taken measures 
such as raising the retirement 
age. Critics of the proposal to 
further raise the retirement 
age say most Americans now 
choose to retire early, and that 
it would be hard for some 
people to work past the cur- 
rent retirement age. 

Social security is a pay- 
as-you-go retirement system. 
The social security taxes paid 
by today's workers and their 
employers are used to pay the 
benefits for today's retirees 
and other beneficiaries. Social 
security is now taking in more 


money than it pays out in 
benefits, and the remaining 
money goes to the program's 
trust funds. There are now 
large “reserves” in the trust 
funds, but even this money 
is small compared to future 
scheduled benefit payments 
because the 77 million baby 
boomers will retire in ten 
years. If no changes are made, 
the pension funds will be 
exhausted in 30 years. At that 
time, social security will not 
be able to meet all of its obli- 
gations. 

Some think that retire- 
ment security should adapt 
more to market principles; 
that is to say workers and 
employers should save more 
by having their own volun- 
tary social security personal 
savings account as soon as 
they start work. By doing 
this, the pressure on the gov- 
ernment to finance and run 
retirement pensions will be 
relieved. The other sugges- 
tion is that benefits should 
be reduced, like increasing 
the retirement age for full 
social security benefits or 
increasing tax rates. 

Li Shaoguang, head 
of the Social Securities 
Research Center of 
Renmin University 


Olympics Bill Swells 
Greek Deficits 

Athens, September 1 (AFP) - The Greek 
state statistics service (EYSE) has reportedly 
raised its estimate for the country’s public defi- 
cit in 2003 after taking into account the price 
of the Athens Summer Olympics. 

ESYE now estimates the 2003 deficit 
at 4.6 percent of gross domestic product, 
sharply higher than the 3.2 percent initially 
forecast, while this year’s shortfall would 
come to 5.3 percent of GDP, the quasi-state 
news agency ANA said. 

The figures include spending for the 
Olympics, whose budget had been 4.6 bil- 
lion euros (5.6 billion dollars). The bill 
was expected to exceed seven billion euros, 
including 1.2 billion for security, ANA said. 

ESYE is supposed to submit the data next 
week to officials of the European Union’s sta- 
tistics office Eurostat, who are due to arrive 
in Athens to verify the country’s accounts. 

In early July EU finance ministers 
decided to launch excessive deficit proce- 
dures against Greece and issued warnings 
to six new members of the 25-state bloc 
- Cyprus, Czech Republic, Hungary, Malta, 
Poland and Slovakia - for breaching the EU 
deficit limit of 3.0 percent of GDP. 

The European Commission pressed 
Greece, a member of the 12-state eurozone, 
to rein in its deficit below the limit pre- 
scribed in the EU’s Stability and Growth 
Pact by 2005. 

The EU set a deadline of November 5 for 
the Greek government to take the necessary 
measures to meet that objective. 


WTO OKs Sanctions Against US 


Brussels, Belgium, August 
31 (AP) - The World Trade 
Organization authorized the 
European Union and seven 
other leading US trading 
partners Tuesday to impose 
more than $150 million worth 
of sanctions against the US 
for failing to repeal anti- 
dumping rules deemed ille- 
gal by the WTO. 

The ruling allows the com- 
plainants to fine the US up to 
72 percent of money collected 
from foreign exporters follow- 
ing the same principal as the 
so-called Byrd Amendment. 

That legislation, dating 
from 2000, empowered Wash- 
ington to hand over to US 
companies the duties imposed 
on foreign firms judged to be 
unfairly dumping cheap goods 
on the US market. A statement 
from the eight complainants 
estimated that the equivalent 
fees would have totalled about 
$240 million last year. 

However, the EU and the 
other complainants - Japan, 


£ 



Pascal Lamy, European Union 
Trade Commissioner 


Brazil, Canada, Chile, India, 
South Korea and Mexico - indi- 
cated they would hold off from 
imposing sanctions. Instead 
they are likely to use the 
threat of retaliation to press 
the US Congress for an early 
repeal of the legislation. 

US officials pointed out 
that the WTO’s ruling did 
not fully meet the requests 
of the complainants who had 
sought the right to increase 
import tariffs on selected US 
goods by the total amount 
collected in fines against 
their exporters in the previ- 
ous year. 


BT Warned Over Broadband Pricing 


September 1, (FT.com) - 
Ofcom has fired a warning 
shot to BT over the pricing 
of its consumer high speed 
“broadband” internet service 
in a move that could see the 
telecoms operator forced to 
raise its prices. 

The UK media and tele- 
coms regulator yesterday sent 
a statement of objections to 
BT indicating that the group 
might have infringed UK and 
EU laws with its residential 
broadband pricing. Given its 
dominant position in the UK 
market, BT is prevented from 
adopting predatory pricing of 
its retail broadband service in 
a bid to gain market share. 

BT’s broadband price which 


charged 29.99 euros a month 
from March 2002 for its basic 
consumer broadband service 
has been reduced. The tele- 
coms operator’s current entry- 
level broadband service, which 
provides users with access to 
the internet at speeds around 
10 times faster than tradi- 
tional dial-up modems, costs 
19.99 euros a month. 

If Ofcom finds against BT, 
it can force it either to raise 
its retail broadband prices or 
lower its wholesale prices. It 
can also impose fines of up 
to 10 per cent of BT’s turn- 
over, although it is under- 
stood that the regulator has 
so far refrained from threat- 
ening BT with a fine. 


Big Companies to Become Big 
Spenders 


August 31 (USA Today) - 
The moment many on Wall 
Street have been waiting for is 
finally here. After years of cost 
cutting, layoffs and cutbacks, 
the USA’s biggest businesses 
are beginning to open their 
wallets to invest in, expand 
and upgrade their facilities. 

Companies in the Stan- 
dard & Poor’s 500 are 
expected to boost capital 
spending 5.5% this year, 
reversing two years of cut- 
backs, says Howard Silverb- 
latt, strategist at Standard & 
Poor’s. They boosted spending 
5.7% in the second quarter 

LOreal's Profit Up 

Paris, September 1, (AP) - 
Successful product launches 
and strong demand in emerg- 
ing markets helped cosmet- 
ics giant L’Oreal SA’s profit 
rise 21.8 percent in the first 
half of the year. Revenue rose 
3.6 percent to 7.40 billion 
euros from 7.14 billion euros, 
helped by rapid expansion in 
Asia and Eastern Europe. 

In Asia, revenue rose 22.1 
percent - 85.3 percent in China 
alone - with those figures 
adjusted for selloffs, acquisi- 
tions and exchange rate fluc- 
tuations. The biggest growth 
came from the professional 


after a first-quarter increase 
of 5.5%, the first back-to-back 
quarterly increases since the 
end of 2001, S&P says. 

The rebound has been a 
long time coming. Compa- 
nies slashed investing two 
years ago after spending too 
much during the boom, and 
in many cases, can’t wait any 
longer to upgrade equipment 
or expand facilities. 

Corporate America is sit- 
ting on a cash hoard follow- 
ing several quarters of record 
profits. “Companies have the 
money to buy what they 
need,” Silverblatt says. 


products division, where rev- 
enue rose 4.9 percent to 1.03 
billion euros on an unadjusted 
basis. L’Oreal credited the 
launch of Redken for Men hair 
products. 

Garnier’s Fructis sham- 
poos and gels lifted growth in 
consumer products, L’Oreal’s 
largest division, which saw 
revenue rise 2.2 percent to 
4.04 billion euros. Vichy’s 
Liposyne slimming cream 
and La Roche Posay’s 
Rosaliac skin products under- 
pinned the active cosmetics 
branch’s 16 percent jump in 
revenue to 498 million euros. 


Halliburton Backs Away from Nigerian 
Bribes 


New York, September 1 
(Reuters) - Halliburton Com- 
pany said an internal probe 
uncovered information sug- 
gesting that members of a 
consortium it helps lead con- 
sidered bribing Nigerian offi- 
cials to win business. The 
Houston-based company, once 
run by Vice President Dick 
Cheney, said late on Wednes- 
day the payments concern 
the multi-billion dollar TSKJ 
Bonny Island liquefied natu- 
ral gas plant project. 

Halliburton said that begin- 
ning in 1995, the consortium 
entered into a series of agency 
agreements related to the proj- 
ect. But the company said it 


has found no evidence that 
Nigerian officials were paid for 
business. The revelations are 
the latest in a difficult year 
for Halliburton, the world’s No. 
2 oilfield services company. It 
has been accused of overcharg- 
ing on contracts for Iraq recon- 
struction and Afghanistan, and 
last month was accused in a 
filing in a shareholder lawsuit 
of “serial accounting fraud.” 
Halliburton said it has 
turned over the new informa- 
tion to the US Department 
of Justice, the US Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
and a French magistrate, and 
is turning over evidence to 
Nigerian officials. 
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Angry Car 
Owner Gets 
Asses to 
Drag BMW 



BMW owner Lin Jie said he thought donkeys would he the cheapest way to get his 
car to Hangzhou and would shine media light on his plight. Photo by Photocome 


By Zhou Ying 

T he owner of a problematic 
BMW sedan hitched the car 
to a three-donkey team on 
Sunday morning, planning to get 
the animals to drag the vehicle 
from Beijing to Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
Province. 

The bizarre procession was cut 
short by police blockades shortly 
after it set out and the animals 
and other participants were sent 
packing. 

The donkey train started its 
trek at the northwest corner of 
the Fourth Ring Road around 
8 am. Behind them trailed the 
BMW 760i sedan as well as sev- 
eral people walking and carrying 
white banners that read: “Who 
can solve quality problems with 
BMWs?” Traffic police halted the 
donkey team after only 40 min- 
utes, drawing a large crowd of 
onlookers. 

Lin Jie, owner of the car and 
manager of the Shanghai Shali 
advertising company, told Beijing 
Today on Tuesday that his se- 


dan became completely un-driv- 
able less than six months after 
he bought it. “After I failed to ne- 
gotiate with BMW’s authorized 
local maintenance company to fix 
it, so I had to find the auto deal- 
er, Zhongcheng Automobile Com- 
pany in Hangzhou, to solve the 
problems,” he said. 

He explained that he had 
two reasons for arranging the 
donkey drive. First, it seemed 
the cheapest way to get the car 
to Hangzhou, and two, he want- 
ed to draw public attention to 
“how BMW treats customers,” 
he said. 

It was not the first time a frus- 
trated Chinese car owner used a 
strange stunt to get press cover- 
age. In 2002, the owner of a faulty 
Mercedes-Benz car made head- 
lines nationwide by arranging for 
several people to smash his lux- 
ury coupe with sledgehammers 
after he had the car repaired sev- 
eral times to no avail. Similar 
public foreign car flagellations oc- 
curred around the country short- 


ly after. 

Lin said he bought the car for 
more than 2 million yuan last No- 
vember at the Harbin Auto Show. 

“I found there was something 
wrong with its car alarm after 
Spring Festival. I immediately got 
it fixed at the Beijing Yanbao Au- 
tomobile Service Company” Lin 
said. 

“But I never expected that 11 
more problems would crop up af- 
terwards. Even the brakes just 
stopped working intermittently.” 

Yanbao serviced the car sev- 
eral times, yet it still was so 
problem-ridden that it could 
not be driven, he said. 

“The front door windows can’t 
close now. The service center rec- 
ommended I get a new central pro- 
cessor for the car, but I just want 
to know why a new car should re- 
quire so much service.” 

Li said he had tried to get the 
company to agree to repair the 
car once and for all and to prom- 
ise to refund his money if prob- 
lems continued, but the company 


did not agree. 

Ma Qingsheng, manager of the 
public relations department of 
BMW’s China representative office 
told the Beijing Morning Post on 
Tuesday if Mr. Lin gave them a 
chance to repair the car, he could 
promise all the problems would be 
solved. 

Lin said he still had doubts - 
“I’ve already given them several 
chances.” 

He told Beijing Today he felt 
he had no other choice but find 
the original dealer of the car 
in Hangzhou. “I really have no 
idea who can finally solve this 
problem. I know I can’t afford 
to keep getting it repaired,” Li 
said. 

The secretary of the Hang- 
zhou dealership’s manager, who 
asked not to be named, said the 
company would do its best to sat- 
isfy Mr. Lin, but added it would 
be impossible to simply give him 
a new car, because his sedan had 
already been driven more than 
20,000 kilometers. 


Japanese Bomb 
Unearthed at 
Building Site 

By Janies Liu 

Construction workers were sur- 
prised when they uncovered a rusted 
1.2-meter long, 300 kilograms bomb at 
a construction site on Wanliu Yihaolu 
in Haidian District on Monday. 

“Judging from the shape, it is an 
aerial bomb dropped by the Japanese 
army in the 1930s. For some reason, 
it has never exploded,” Guo Zhaokai, 
an explosives expert from Beijing 
Huachang Demolition Company, was 
quoted as saying by Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly on Tuesday. 

“Though its fuse cannot be found, 
the bomb could blow up at anytime 
because it is still packed full of ex- 
plosives.” 

A worker surnamed Zhang of the 
Yonghehongsheng Public Works Com- 
pany accidentally discovered the bomb 
when his shovel hit “something met- 
al” as he was digging a channel at the 
site. “Then I realized it was a bomb!” 
Zhang told Beijing Youth Daily. 

Two demolition experts from the 
Beijing Municipal Public Security Bu- 
reau arrived at the site later in the af- 
ternoon and concluded that the bomb 
could be removed after conducting a 
thorough examination. 

Nine workers then gingerly hauled 
it out of the ground and put it in the 
back of a truck. With a two police car 
escort, the truck drove to a site in 
Changping County where local police 
keep explosive materials. 

It was the fourth Japanese bomb 
left over from the 1930s invasion of 
China found in the Beijing region since 
last March. 



Photo by Wang Wei 


By Yu Shanshan 

Renowned African-Amer- 
ican dancer, choreographer 
and singer Debbie Allen 
made a splash in the capital 
Tuesday, leading nearly 100 
young dancers in a class at 
a large studio on the cam- 
pus of the Central Institute 
of Socialism. 

Allen, an ambassador of 
the CultureConnect exchange 
program supervised by the 
US State Department’s Bu- 
reau of Educational and Cul- 
tural Affairs, chose to make 
China a stop on her world 
tour in the hopes of improv- 
ing global cross-cultural un- 


derstanding. 

Asked what she would tell 
a young person desperate to 
make it as a dancer but not 
long on talent, Allen told 
Beijing Today , “I never tell 
people you can’t do some- 
thing. I was told that when 
I was young but I did every- 
thing, everything!” 

She managed to instill 
similar confidence in the par- 
ticipants of Tuesday jazz 
dance class, in which she in- 
troduced students to the lat- 
est dance genre, hip hop. 

Over more than two hours, 
the young dance lovers, in- 
cluding some Beijing Today 


readers and five athletes 
from the Chongwen Special 
School’s dance troupe, fol- 
lowed her steps while keep- 
ing up with the heavy hip 
hop grooves. 

“It was so much fun. She 
seems to have a power to get 
us to release our enthusiasm 
to dance - even for those of 
us who didn’t know we had 
it,” Wang Jiangci, a local ele- 
mentary school teacher, said 
after the class. 

Allen will continue her do- 
mestic lessons at dance ses- 
sions in Chengdu, Sichuan 
Province and Shanghai in 
coming weeks. 


Court Convicts Con Artists of Bilking Professor of Millions 


By Zhang Nan 

Justice has come to a conwom- 
an and her accomplice son who 
took advantage of the sympathetic 
heart of Chen Shufang, a famous 
professor at the Central Academy 
of Drama, to bilk her of 2.3 million 
yuan over three years. 

The confidence scams drained 
Chen’s savings and forced her 
to borrow money from friends 
and family. Now the 64-year-old 
professor and her 70-year-old 
husband are fervently working 
filming movies to repay their 
debts. 

The criminals, Zhang Xiangmei 
and her son Wang Yu, were de- 
clared guilty by the Beijing Second 
People’s Court on July 8. Zhang 


received a 15 year prison sen- 
tence, while Wang, who was only 
16 when the scams started, was 
given three years’ jail time. 

Wang was one of Chen’s stu- 
dents in 1997, after Chen had 
retired and was doing voice teach- 
ing at Beijing Huawen Art Col- 
lege. Wang’s family was poor, as 
his parents were divorced and 
he lived with his unemployed 
mother on her mere 800 yuan in 
monthly welfare payments. 

Chen apparently was moved 
by the family’s plight and easily 
taken in by their schemes. 

The crimes started in 1998, 
when Zhang lied to Chen that the 
Ministry of Finance was selling 
off some old Hongqi-brand cars. 


The professor agreed to buy one, 
and Zhang skimmed off 50,000 
yuan from the deal, allowing her 
and Wang to suddenly live in lux- 
ury. 

By continuing to give Chen 
excuses for needing to borrow 
money, from almost being forced 
to sell their home to covering the 
costs of Zhang’s ex-husband’s fu- 
neral, the mother-son team man- 
aged to squeeze a steady stream 
of money from the unsuspecting 
professor. 

It was only after Chen calcu- 
lated that Zhang had borrowed 
2.3 million yuan from her over 
the years that she started to get 
suspicious and demanded Zhang 
repay her debts. 


Soon after, Wang attempted 
suicide, apparently because he 
knew his mother did not have 
the money. Chen and her hus- 
band still went to the hospital 
to care for him, but Wang and 
Zhang later disappeared. 

Chen finally understood she 
was being cheated all along and 
called the police, she told the 
court. 

A year after their disappear- 
ance, the mother and son crimi- 
nals were captured in a Beijing 
hotel. They refused to tell police 
how they had spent the large 
sum scammed from Chen, and 
authorities were only able to 
confiscate two cars in Zhang’s 
possesion. 


No Foul Play Involved in lost lion Ear 


By Zhou Ying 

The Beijing Cultural Relics 
Bureau has ruled that weath- 
er, not a human saboteur, is to 
blame for the disappearance of 
the right ear from an ancient 
lion statue on Lugou Bridge in 
Fengtai District. 

The bureau said investi- 
gations conducted by its ex- 
perts this week showed the ear 
was worn away by natural ero- 
sion and that continuing checks 
would look into whether the 
other lion statues on the bridge 
were at risk and how best to 
protect them from the punish- 
ing hands of wind and rain. 

The faces of several other 
lions were also showing signs 
of painful weathering, Zhang 
Chengju, deputy director of the 
Fengtai Culture Committee told 
Beijing Youth Daily on Tuesday. 
“I have personally seen four lions 
that only have half their faces 
intact,” he was quoted as saying. 


The investigations were 
launched after a local resident 
noticed the worrying damage to 
the Lugou Bridge lions. An un- 
named woman told the Beijing 
newspaper The Mirror last Sun- 
day that she discovered the 
night before that an ear on one 
lion looked like it had been 
hacked at with a knife or axe. 
She suspected a man she had 
seen on the bridge that day 
carrying a wooden stick and 
promptly called the authorities, 
she said. 

Zhang said related local ad- 
ministrations created protec- 
tion files for the bridge’s lions 
that contained detailed pho- 
tographs of each statue in 
2001. “Using the pictures, we 
can see that the lions in ques- 
tion were already damaged in 
2001. Therefore, we can ex- 
clude the possibility it they 
were recently damaged by hu- 
man hands,” he added. 


Idler of Pregnant Woman Convicted 


By Wang Fang 

On Monday morn- 
ing, 21 -year-old 

Shanghai native Cai 
Qing confessed to the 
Beijing No. 2 Interme- 
diate People’s Court 
that he killed a preg- 
nant woman at Zha- 
ogongkou Qiao in 
Beijing and stole her 
personal belongings 
this April. Cai also 
confessed to commit- 
ting another murder- 
robbery in Shanghai 
the same month. 

The evening of 
April 19, Cai was standing un- 
der the pedestrian overpass 
near Zhaogongkou Qiao in 
Fengtai District, waiting for 
victims, according to his court 
statement. Around 8 pm, he 
saw Ms. Liu get off a bus car- 
rying a yellow plastic bag and 
run up behind her, trying to 
grab the bag. 

“I didn’t know she was preg- 
nant,” he later said in his con- 
fession. Liu struggled to hold 
onto the bag and called for 
help. The desperate Cai then 
stabbed her and ran away 
with the pair of shoes she was 
carrying in the bag. 


The 30-year-old 
Liu died of acute hem- 
orrhagic shock only 
around 100 meters 
from her home. 

Cai was captured 
by police with public 
assistance near the 
southern gate to Tem- 
ple of Heaven Park on 
April 21 after stealing 
a cell phone from a fe- 
male passerby. 

In the course of the 
police inquiry, he ad- 
mitted that he had 
killed an elderly wom- 
an while robbing her 
home in Shanghai’s Songjiang 
District on April 14 and fled to 
Beijing the following day. 

Before the court, Cai offered 
no explanations for his crimes. 
After he was arrested, he said, “I 
let my parents down and I feel 
guilty to the relatives of the vic- 
tims. I am a sinful person and if I 
was sentenced to death, it would 
not make up for my crimes,” ac- 
cording to police records. 

Liu’s bereft husband and 
parents attended the hearing, 
and her mother fainted during 
the proceedings. 

The court has yet to an- 
nounce its sentence of Cai. 



Cai Qing has yet to be 
sentenced for the two 
murders. 


New Drivers Get Official Markings 


By Dong Nan 

Starting Wednesday, gone 
are common handwritten signs 
reading “new driver” from the 
back windows of cars steered 
by inexperienced drivers. That 
day, local vehicle management 
departments started distribut- 
ing official versions on which 
the characters shixi, or “new 
hand” are printed in bright red 
against a yellow background. 

Drivers that have held li- 
censes for less than a year are 
required to put the signs on 
the back of their vehicles, next 
to the license plates, and those 
that do not comply as of Octo- 
ber will face fines of 100 yuan. 
The new local regulations also 
say the signs cannot be posted 
on cars’ rear windows. 

The signs will be distribut- 



get their licenses. Anyone who 
fails to receive a needed shixi 
sign can ask for one from their 
local vehicle management de- 
partment. 


Ambitious Student Aspires to 
Cheat at Science Fair 


By Zhang Nan 

A high school student hop- 
ing to earn scientific glory with- 
out actually doing the work 
has made an online offer of 
100,000 yuan to purchase a sci- 
ence project of such merit that 
he could win first place in a na- 
tional technology competition 
next year and even take part in 
overseas science fairs. 

The sweetest reward for a 
blue ribbon finish would be en- 
rollment at a top domestic uni- 
versity without having to take 
the National University En- 
trance Examination, as Minis- 
try of Education rules say high 
school gold and silver medalists 
at that science fair can sidestep 
the notoriously difficult test. 

The student, who identified 
him or herself a high school stu- 
dent from the Huazhong area 
of central China under the on- 
line moniker Hefeng Qingwu, 
claimed to desperately want to 


take part in the 20th National 
Youth Technical Creation Com- 
petition next April, but was 
afraid there was insufficient 
time to prepare. Therefore, pur- 
chasing someone else’s work 
seemed the best bet for secur- 
ing first prize. 

The student later posted a 
notice that he received a po- 
tential project from someone in 
Shenzhen and would send 10,000 
to the creator after carefully in- 
specting the project report. 

In order to prevent similar 
scams, organizers of the 19th Na- 
tional Youth Technical Creation 
Competition held last month 
in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 
asked participants to turn in 
documents proving that all proj- 
ects, designs and research rep- 
resented their own independent 
work. Regional scientific associa- 
tions were also brought onboard 
to rigorously examine all reports 
for authenticity. 
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First the Glory, 


By Zhou Ying 

T he Athens Olympics 
came to a close on 
Sunday. China came 
second in the overall 
medals tally, just be- 
hind the United States, with 32 
gold, 17 silver and 14 bronze. 

This surprise success earned 
high praise from the central gov- 
ernment. However, for the sports 
stars of Athens, the gold medals 
means not only glory and pride, 
but also cash like never before. 

According to People's Daily 
, the central government has 
promised prizes of up to 200,000 


yuan (US$24,000) for Olympic 
medalists, and individual prov- 
inces also plan to rain cash on 
their native stars. 

Yunnan, for example, will give 
Zhang Guozheng, who won men’s 
69kg weightlifting gold, 
US$180,000 for being the first 
person from the province to cap- 
ture Olympic gold. Guangdong 
will give 250,000 yuan to each of 
its gold medal winners; Sichuan 
will pay out 500,000 yuan and 
the Shanxi authorities have said 
their stars will get as much as 
1,000,000 yuan. 

Hurdling star Liu Xiang is 


set to collect 3,500,000 yuan 
(US$400,000) just in government 
prizes, after becoming the first 
Chinese man to win gold at an 
Olympic track event. And his 
commercial earnings could be 
several times that. 

Still to come are the commer- 
cial endorsements, speaking 
engagements and free merchan- 
dise that are par for the course 
in developed nations. Chinese 
motorcycle makers, property 
developers and others already 
have announced gifts of their 
own. Huo Yingdong Foundation 
has generously offered to award 


each gold medalist US$80,000 
plus a gold medal weighing two 
kilograms. 

While the public cheer Chi- 
na’s success in Athens, some have 
questioned whether it’s right for 
the authorities to hand out so 
much taxpayer’s money to the 
athletes. They insist that local 
governments shouldn’t hand out 
cash just as they like. 

Wang Xin, a sophomore stu- 
dent from Beijing University 

I think it is fair that the 
government should reward those 
Olympic medalists. Achieve- 
ments in the field of sport can, to 



Art or irash? 


By Dong Nan 

Graffiti on two 50-meter 
walls in Dongdajie Hutong, 
Dongcheng District has been 
cleaned off by the local au- 
thorities. Some residents were 
upset by some of the images, 
such as devils and fiends and 
a face with tears of blood. 
There were also various Eng- 
lish words daubed on the wall. 
Dongcheng City Patrol, Jiaoda- 
okou Branch cleaned it all off 
the day after being alerted. 

Sun Jianhua, head of the 
Jiaodaokou Branch, told the 
media that the city patrol was 
trying their best to find the 
graffiti artists responsible, and 
he said they would be heavily 
fined if found. He said that 
all the graffiti on public build- 
ings, including ruins, aban- 
doned houses and rails of 
building sites should all be 
cleaned off as well. 

Is graffiti an art or rubbish? 
Should it be tolerated in China? 
Opinions follow: 

Sun Jianhua, head of Jiaoda- 
okou Branch, Dongcheng City 
Patrol 

We’ll clean off all the graf- 
fiti and punish those respon- 
sible, according to the Beijing 
Cityscape and Environmental 
Sanitation Regulation , which 
was released by the People’s 
Congress of Beijing in 2002. It 
says that individuals and enter- 
prises should not paint things 
such as advertisements or slo- 
gans on buildings, and those 
who do so should be fined from 
1,000 to 10,000 yuan. 

As to places such as ruins 
and abandoned houses, they are 
a kind of public area as well. We 
will clean off any graffiti we find. 

Some might claim that this 
graffiti is a kind of “art work”, 
and many foreign cities allow 
it. But this is Beijing, and we 
should follow Beijing’s regula- 
tions and consider the national 
situation. Besides, the graffiti on 
Dongdajie Hutong made people 
scared and annoyed; how can 
you call it an “art work”? 

Lao Xu, graffiti artist and 
painter 

I think there are two kinds of 
graffiti artists in China. One is 
teenagers who are vigorous and 
adore this style of painting on 
public areas at night; the other 
is artists who truly want to ex- 
press something. I am the latter. 

I believe that the power and 
charm of graffiti is that it can 
express your thoughts and spirit 


most directly. It is a challenge to 
mainstream order. I think that 
Beijing, as an international me- 
tropolis, needs to have such non- 
mainstream things; and people 
need some inspiration in their 
common daily life. By the way, 
I have seen the photos of graffi- 
ti in Dongcheng District. I don’t 
think it’s that scary. People’s re- 
actions were too drastic. 

As for myself, I always select 
the place I paint carefully, such 
as ruins, or disused buildings. 
However, I know clearly that 
making graffiti will be punished 
by city patrols. If they get me, 
I will take my responsibility, of 
course. However, I hope they 
could allow people and artists 
to see my work first, and then 
decide whether it really spoils 
the cityscape and disturbs oth- 
ers before they decide to fine me 
and clear away my work. 

My latest works are on four 
highway pillars in the southeast 
suburbs of Beijing. There used to 
be no beautification measures in 
that kind of area, and those plac- 
es were always neglected by peo- 
ple. But now my works are there 
and make it more interesting. 
Wu Ning, freelance designer, 
Nanjing citizen 

In many foreign cities such as 
New York and Paris, graffiti can 
be seen everywhere. In the US, 
graffiti masters including Keith 
Harling and Jean-Michel Bas- 
quiat enjoy a reputation as high 
as that of traditional painters. 

Graffiti in western coun- 
tries experienced a course of 
development for more than 20 
years. For example, the end of 
the 1980s witnessed a flower- 
ing of graffiti in Paris. You could 
find it on subway stations, bus- 
es and every street corner. Af- 
ter that, the government tried 
to restrict it and punish the 
graffiti artists, but they weren’t 
too successful. So they opened 
some special zones for graffiti 
and regulated what kind of 
buildings were allowed to have 
graffiti painted on them. This 
approach was more successful. 

As for China, such kind of 
graffiti is really rare. In Nanjing, 
where I live, I have heard about 
street graffiti, but I’ve never 
seen it. I think graffiti in China 
is far from a “problem”. The city 
patrol doesn’t need to make a 
fuss about it. And it is better 
for the government to regulate 
it than to forbid it. 

Tan Bodeng, freelance writer 

In cities, advertising can be 


seen everywhere in the street. A 
lot of it is far worse than graffi- 
ti, I think, but no one questions 
whether it spoils the cityscape. 
I think it suggests that as long 
as you have money, you have 
the right to express yourself in 
public. It is a kind of hegemony. 
I think artists should be given 
the right to create works in the 
street, and to show the true spir- 
it of this city. With proper man- 
agement, it would not spoil the 
cityscape, but make living here 
more interesting. 

Zou Wen, tutor at the Fine 
Arts Department, Academy of 
Arts and Design, Tsinghua 
University 

I think the city should be 
tolerant of graffiti, a kind of 
“city folk art”. It is a way for 
people to show their creativity 
and passion. Maybe we should 
sacrifice some “neatness” and 
“orderliness” to allow people a 
new way to show their individ- 
uality and imagination. 

Of course, self-discipline is 
needed for those graffiti artists. 
For example, architecture is a 
kind of art as well; if graffiti 
artists paint on a building and 
spoil the look of it, it would be 
improper and disrespectful to 
other artists. 

China is experiencing the 
greatest time in its history; and 
Beijing is to hold the 2008 Olym- 
pic Games. I believe that if 
Beijing encourages alternative 
things, it can offer a better in- 
ternational image than merely 
a neat and orderly one. 

Yu Huayun, director of the 
City Sculpture Committee 

I agree that graffiti is an as- 
pect of social development. How- 
ever, the city must have order, 
something that is also a major 
characteristic of other modern 
cities. It would be nice to see 
some graffiti in the 798 arts 
zone, but I think it is improper 
to paint it on the walls of other 
people’s buildings. If you just 
paint anywhere, it’s not art. 

Mia Larsen, Danish student 
majoring in computer science 

It’s very interesting to see 
that people do the same kind 



Graffiti in Dongdaqiao Hutong 

Photo by Beijing News 


of artwork in Beijing. In Den- 
mark, graffiti can be seen all 
over the cities, just not on the 
side of old or government build- 
ings. They also paint both in- 
side and outside the train, and 
especially in our “Free town”, 
Christiania. Most of the graffi- 
ti is colorful words with special 
handwriting. As I go to school 
by train everyday, I see lots of 
creative graffiti made by young 
people. It’s a great pleasure to 
see the railway painted in all 
kinds of colors, or see lovely pic- 
tures on the wall. It’s annoying 
to see some silly or disgusting 
things, but that doesn’t always 
happen. I guess bad graffiti can- 
not be kept out. I don’t know 
if it’s allowed in China to paint 
in public places, but I think the 
painters may need more prac- 
tice to do it better. Personally I 
think graffiti should not only be 
a way to let off anger; it’s also a 
part of the city, which gives peo- 
ple inspiration and pleasure. 
Nathan Cook, Student of 
Graphic Design, Southwest 
Missouri State University, 
Springfield, Missouri 

The three main types of graf- 
fiti are street, gang, and po- 
litical art. Graffiti relating to 
gang activity can be harmful 
to a community and lead to a 
negative stigmatization of oth- 
er graffiti forms. 

Street art graffiti on the 
other hand is driven by artists 
who want to take their art and 
message straight to the peo- 
ple. Many fine art artists are 
too concerned with money and 
recognition. The street artist 
is anonymous, less interested 
in reward, and does not feel 
the need to convince the art 
world of their validity. They 
subvert advertising and em- 
phasize individual spirit and 
diversity. 

Political graffiti works in 
much the same way as street 
art graffiti except it has a specif- 
ic focus. It uses graffiti as a tool 
to project an individual voice in 
order to create change. 

Graffiti in my city, like all 
cities, is mostly shunned and 
misunderstood even though its 
image has been assimilated 
into popular culture and used 
as a marketing tool by corpo- 
rate brands. Over the whole of 
America there is a strong sub- 
culture of street artists who 
continue to passionately com- 
municate their art to the peo- 
ple despite attempts to stop it. 


some extent, reflect that Chinese 
people’s living standards have 
improved, and that the nation’s 
strength has been enhanced. 

However, I think we should 
pay attention to the extent of 
the prizes offered. The medalists 
have received honors and med- 
als one after another when they 
came back. The government said 
in a message broadcast repeated- 
ly on CCTV that “The excellent 
performance by China’s athletes 
again shows the spirit of the Chi- 
nese nation’s unremitting efforts 
to improve itself.” Besides rec- 
ognizing their spirit, the central 
government, local governments 
and enterprises also offer fiscal 
rewards. 

However, we can see some prob- 
lems with this issue. The local 
governments from different prov- 
inces will compare the amounts 
they offer, giving as much as possi- 
ble. Under such circumstances, the 
amount of money will be raised be- 
yond control. I want to know how 
the government has so much mon- 
ey to give to the athletes when 
they cannot afford to build gymna- 
siums for the public. 

What I want to say is that 
the Chinese government should 
not only pay high attention to 
the Olympic medalists. It should 
also attach importance to the de- 
velopment of public sports. 

Wu Yu, a freelance writer 

Viewing the number of prizes 
from each local government, we 
can see that the reason why they 
give them so much money is that 
the local government can profit 
from it too. It is a win-win game. 

Nowadays, the local govern- 
ment will spare no effort to at- 
tract investments, such as to hold 
a certain kind of festival to make 
the local area famous. The Olym- 
pic heroes are not only famous in 
China; they can also attract eye- 
balls of foreign friends. In that 
case, if you introduce one prov- 
ince to other people by saying 
that this is the hometown of a 
certain gold medalist, then it will 
be more attractive. 

To take advantage of the rep- 
utation of athletes is really a 
good way to enhance local de- 
velopment. I gather some medal- 
ists have even become leaders of 
their local province, without be- 
ing elected by the public. They 
can bring more business oppor- 
tunities to the province so I think 
it is worth giving them a large 
amount of prize money. 

Liu Xiaoren, a journalist from 
China Youth Daily 

After Zhu Qinan became the 
first person from Wenzhou to 
capture Olympic gold, some lo- 
cal enterprises gave him more 
than 320,000 yuan as a bonus. 
I think this shows there are 
multi-level channels for invest- 
ment in sports. 

To rain cash on winners seems 
to be a tradition in China. How- 
ever, it is the government that 
plays the major role in this is- 
sue. The government has made 
efforts to invest in physical edu- 
cation and harness China’s sport- 
ing resources in a practical way 
in order to achieve success at the 
highest level. However, this can 
also lead to obstacles in econom- 
ic development. 

The government has always 
paid for the cost of gymnasium 
construction in China. However, 
in western countries, this task 
belongs to the whole of society. 
The amount of investment from 
society is five times as much as 
from the government. The role 
of the government is mainly to 
provide reasonable order in the 
market and making laws. 

I think the government 
should open investment in gym- 
nasium construction to the 
public, even including the or- 
ganization of competition. This 
policy could help popularize ath- 
letic sports. 

Zheng Hong, a stockbroker 

The central government decid- 
ed to reward the Olympic winners 
in 1992. But because Chinese ath- 
letes made such great achieve- 
ments, some local governments 
also take part in rewarding them. 
Therefore some champions re- 
ceive huge bonuses. 
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Liu Xiang, gold medal winner in the 
men’s 110 -meter hurdling 

Photo by Imagine China 

I really think it is necessary 
to reward medalists. However, I 
think the amount of the prize 
from the local government should 
be controlled. All of the money 
the government spends is provid- 
ed by workers and taxpayers, so 
the government is not entitled to 
waste money. I mean the govern- 
ment should not just hand out as 
much money as it wants. There 
should be some regulations. 

Paul Mooney, a freelance jour- 
nalist 

This is not an issue in the 
US. Many Olympic athletes in 
America who return home with 
Gold medals will get lucrative 
advertising endorsements from 
companies like Nike or Addidas, 
but they don’t get any money 
from the government as a re- 
ward. The system is a bit differ- 
ent between the US and China. 
In China, athletes are usually 
cultivated by the government, 
but in the US, people who want 
to become Olympic competitors 
have to basically find a way to 
support themselves as they pur- 
sue their sports. I’m sure that 
these athletes will be more than 
happy to get endorsements and 
gifts, but at the same time, the 
vast majority do this for the 
pure love of sports and competi- 
tion, and would participate even 
if there were no chance of get- 
ting rich. 

If American athletes came 
back and their state or the fed- 
eral government gave them bo- 
nuses for their performance, I 
think some people would be up- 
set. Most people would rather see 
their taxes go to deal with prob- 
lems such as education or pov- 
erty. But if these athletes can 
get some money from sponsors, 
I think that’s great. But one 
has to wonder about the wisdom 
of Yunnan giving a weightlifter 
US$180,000 for being the prov- 
ince’s first Gold medal winner, 
when countless children are un- 
able to finish primary school 
in the province because they’re 
too poor. I’ve traveled extensive- 
ly around the province visiting 
schools and talking to teachers 
and students and their parents, 
and have found that many rural 
children in Yunnan, as in other 
inland provinces, have to drop 
out of primary school because 
they can’t afford the fees and tu- 
ition. There is also a serious lack 
of good hospitals and medical 
care in these areas. It seems out- 
rageous to shower athletes with 
so much money, when poverty is 
such a big problem. 

On the other hand, endorse- 
ments and government bonuses 
can also be unfair. They give 
an advantage to athletes from 
wealthier countries, such as the 
United States, that have more 
money to give away. Athletes from 
third world countries have far 
fewer chances to get such help, 
and this puts them at a greater 
disadvantage in future competi- 
tions, and it widens the gap. 





IEIIING TODAY 


E-mail: sunming@ynet.com 


PROBE 




SEPTEMBER 3, 2004 


7 


EDITORS: SUN MING DONG NAN DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


\ 


Different way to 


By Dong Nan 

ast month, the Chinese 
Academy of Medical 
Sciences released a 
I report called “Death in 
1 China and its Reasons ”, 
which was about the causes of 
death of Chinese people from 1991 
to 2000. 

“In those ten years, there was a 
great change in the major causes of 
death,” said Yang Gonghuan, leader 
of the research group to Beijing 
Today. “Many new problems were 
found through the report. It is not 
only a medical problem but has to 
do with society, the environment 
and the economy. The public should 
pay attention to it, and it is a 
reference for medical scientists.” 

The research began in 1989 and 
was based on causes of death of 
600, 000 Chinese people, both in 
cities and rural areas. 

Big killers 

The research found that 
cardiovascular disease is the No.l 
killer among diseases in China. 

The proportion of death is 
287.53/100,000 (among 100,000 
people, 287.53 die of cardiovascular 
disease) every year. 

Cerebrovascular disease 
(disease of the brain), ranks third 
at 133.78/100,000, just behind 
tumors (135.16/100,000). In 1991, 
the number of people dying from 
cerebrovascular disease was 
83.87/100,000. So it has increased 
by some 50% in the last ten years. 


Yang pointed out that both 
cardiovascular and cerebrovascular 
diseases are greatly influenced by 
lifestyle. Both diseases are more 
serious in urban areas than in 
rural areas. People living in cities 
have a higher living standard but 
they do less exercise and physical 
work, and eat food with more oil 
and fat. 

However, according to Yang, the 
causes of death in rural areas are 
becoming similar to those in urban 
areas. This is mainly because of 
urbanization. For example, according 
to the research, many peasants 
in Guangdong Province rent out 
their land for manufacturing, real 
estate developing, construction and 
other things, and do not farm 
by themselves. Therefore, the death 
rate from cardiovascular and 
cerebrovascular diseases has become 
higher in these places as well. 
Cancer and smoking 

In 1991, gastric cancer topped 
the list of the death rate from 
tumors at 19.96/100,000. By 2000, 
it had been replaced by lung 
cancer, at 29.1/100,000. The death 
rate from lung cancer used to 
be 17.3/100,000 in 1991. So in 
the last ten years, the rate has 
increased by 60%. 

“During the ten years, China 
witnessed an increase in the 
proportion of senior citizens in 
the population, and many old 
people died of cancer,” said Yang. 
“However, the major reason for this 


increase in lung cancer is cigarette 
consumption.” 

In 1991, the death rate from 
lung cancer was 23.83/100,000 
among men, and 10.51/100,000 
among women. By 2000, the 
numbers were 40.24/100,000 and 
17.55/100,000. 

Yang said that before the 1970s, 
the production of cigarettes in 
the whole nation was 700,000 
boxes every year, and put on 
ration. However, from 1978 to 1990, 
production increased drastically 
from 12.03 million boxes to 38.56 
million every year, a number which 
has remained fairly stable during 
the 1990s. 

Yang predicted that in the next 
20 years, the death rate from lung 
cancer would keep on increasing. 
Tuberculosis and AIDS 

Tuberculosis (TB) used to be a 
terrible scourge before the 1950s 
in China, especially in rural areas. 
After that, along with the 
development of medical services, 
the death rate from TB kept falling. 
In 1991, the death rate from TB 
was 11.15/100,000 in rural areas. 

However, since 1994, when it 
was at 6.83/100,000, the rate has 
not fallen. The most affected areas 
were Guizhou, Guangxi, Hunan, 
Ningxia, Inner Mongolia, Tibet, 
Xinjiang, and some districts in 
Shandong and Anhui. 

Yang said that this might 
have something to do with AIDS, 
since among those provinces and 


autonomous regions, the level of 
AIDS infection was also serious. 

According to research from the 
World Health Organization in 
2003, TB had become the major 
reason for death among AIDS 
sufferers; among every three AIDS 
victims, one succumbed in the end 
to TB. 

By the end of 2002, China had 
around one million AIDS sufferers, 
80% of them in rural areas. Many 
peasants were infected with AIDS 
in the course of selling their blood 
to donation units. 

Last year, a story about 
Shuangmiao Village, Shangqiu 
City, Henan Province, known as 
an “AIDS village”, shocked the 
whole nation. Around 700 villagers 
were found to have AIDS, and 
800 children were soon to become 
orphans. Most of the people had 
been infected during the course of 
selling their blood. 

Change in suicide 

Suicide used to top the non- 
disease causes of death. However, 
in 2000, it gave way to traffic 
accidents (17.82/100,000), while 
death from suicide was at 
16.26/100,000. 

According to Yang, in China the 
social background of suicide is a 
little different from many foreign 
countries. For instance, in rural 
areas, the rate of suicide was always 
higher among women than men. 

In many foreign countries, men 
living in cities become 


overburdened by pressure from 
society and this can lead to 
suicide. According to Yang, in 
developed western countries, 90% 
of people who commit suicide have 
mental problems, while in China 
the number of mentally disturbed 
suicides is 60%. 

“It is mainly because in many 
poverty-struck rural areas, many 
women used not to be able to 
receive much education. Their 
views were narrow, and their 
lives were parochial. Whenever 
they quarreled with their husband 
or suffered from injustice, they 
did not know how to express 
themselves or let out their anger 
and grievances. So it was easier 
for them to think of committing 
suicide, simply to show their rage 
or to prove their innocence. And 
the most popular method was to 
drink poisonous pesticides, which 
were easy to get in rural areas,” 
said Yang. 

However, thanks to the 
development of society, and 
improvements in education and 
public communication, especially 
the popularity of TV in rural areas, 
things have improved. According to 
the research, in 1987 the number 
of women in rural areas who 
committed suicide was 1.37 times 
that of men; the number fell to 1.17 
in 1990, and 1.12 by 2000. Yang 
predicted that in the future, the 
rate of suicide among men would 
exceed that of women. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen ^ 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


' ™eb site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 




The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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By Wang Fang 

O n December 27, 
2002, the South-to- 
North Water Diver- 
sion Project began 
in Beijing, Jiangsu 
Province and Shandong Prov- 
ince. It aims to divert water from 
the Yangtze River valley to the 
reaches of the Yellow River, the 
Huaihe River and the Haihe Riv- 
er so as to ensure water supply 
for the drought-ridden northern 
China. But the project, which 
will inundate central plains in 
China containing numerous cul- 
tural relics, has become beset by 
disagreements over how best to 
protect the cultural heritage be- 
fore it’s swept underwater. 

The big idea 

The idea of moving water from 
the south to the north originated 
in 1952 when Mao Zedong said 
during an inspection tour to the 
Yellow River, “The north of China 
needs water and the south has 
plenty; if possible, the north may 
borrow some water from the 
south.” From then on, five decades 
of geological surveys have been 
carried out. In 2000, the overall 
layout of the project was decided: 
it should have three water diver- 
sion routes, namely an east, mid- 
dle and west route. Diversion of 
water along the first two routes is 
slated for 2008, while for the west 
route it’s 2010. 

The east route will divert wa- 
ter from the Yangtze River near 
Yangzhou, Jiangsu, pumping wa- 
ter northward via the Beijing- 
Hangzhou Grand Canal and its 
parallel river courses and con- 
necting Hongze lake, Luoma lake, 
Nansi lake and Dongping lake. 
After traversing the Yellow Riv- 
er, water will flow to Tianjin. The 
middle route will divert water 
from the Danjiangkou Reservoir 
on the Hanjiang River, a tribu- 
tary of the Yangtze River. After 
traversing the Yellow River at 
Gubaizui west to Zhengzhou, it 
will flow towards Beijing. 

Along these two routes, there 
are 10 principal cultural relics 
needing salvage. They are the 
ancient Hangzhou Section of the 
Grand Canal, the Mengcheng 
Post House of the Ming Dynasty 
and Zhenguo Temple Tower in 
Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province; the 
Ming Tombs and Hexia Ancient 
Town in Huai’an, Jiangsu Prov- 
ince; the Tax Bureau of the Grand 
Canal in Linqing, Shandong 
Province; Yuzhen Palace in Wu- 
dang Mountain, Hubei Province; 
Jingle Palace in Junxian, Hubei 
Province; the Tombs of the Chu 
Kingdom in the Spring and Au- 
tumn Period in Xichuan, Henan 
Province; Xing Porcelain Kiln in 
Lincheng, Hebei Province; the 
ancient tomb groups in Yunyang, 
Hubei Province; relics in Dan- 
jiangkou, Hubei Province and 
Zhenjiangying Relics in Beijing. 

For example, for the planned 
construction of the central route 
of the project in Hubei Province, 
Wang Hongxing, director of the 


Before 


sponse and if it decides to delay 
the response, we might not have 
any time to finish the rescuing 
work before the project begins.” 
Money is the most 
important issue 

There are only four years left 
for experts to carry out the rescue 
work before the water inundates 
the precious cultural relics. 

Moreover, they are also con- 
cerned about the progress of protec- 
tion efforts as many of the cultural 
relics, especially the ancient ones, 
have been damaged over the years 
and are in a fragile state. 

“The excavation can’t be car- 
ried out in full swing because we 
haven’t enough money,” said Li 
Taoyuan, a research fellow with 
the Hubei Provincial Archeology 
Research Institute. 

Wang Fengzhu also backs up 
Li’s concern. He said, “Money is 
the most important issue. In the 
Three Gorges Project, since the 
cultural department had the fi- 
nal say on the excavation, we 
could ask for money from the con- 
struction department face to face 
and they were not qualified to 
question our requirements. How- 
ever, things are different in this 
project. We don’t have the final 
word and the Yangtze Water 
Resources Commission does not 
care about our work.” 

The lack of funds also casts 
a shadow over the Yuzhen Pal- 
ace, one of the palaces at Wudang 
Mountain, itself listed among the 
World Cultural Heritage. Since 
the Yuzhen palace is at the foot 
of Wudang Mountain and attracts 
fewer tourists, there are no funds 
to protect it. A year ago, fire 
swept the Palace and the accident 
shocked the world. In the coming 
South-to-North Water Diversion 
Project, the bottom half of the Yu- 
zhen Palace is facing submersion. 
It will need at least 100 million 
yuan to carry out the best method 
to protect it by raising the build- 
ing. However, the local cultural 
relics department does not have 
enough money to do this. 

More coordination please 

Lin Chun, the head of the 
cultural relics protection work 
in the Yangtze Water Resources 
Commission, said that this proj- 
ect had the same decision-mak- 
ing procedure problem as the 
Three Gorges Project. “Some- 
times it is unclear which depart- 
ment is responsible for which 
work and it makes the whole 
thing less efficient.” 

“We are in need of an ef- 
ficient coordinating team,” said 
Luo Zhewen, a famous expert on 
ancient architecture and also an 
advisor to the Yangtze Water Re- 
sources Commission. According 
to him, the establishment of such 
a team would be good for the 
project as a whole since it can 
give strategic instructions to lo- 
cal cultural relics departments. 


Bricks and ancient relics of the Han 
Dynasty will soon be inundated. 

Photo by Photocome 


With the water level 
rising from the current 
157 meters to 170 meters 
in 2008, the submerged 
area will expand to about 
370 square kilometers, 
inundating many sites, 
containing fossils of the 
dinosaur eggs dating 
back 60 million years, 
human skeleton from the 
Old Stone Age as well 
as buildings of the Ming 
Dynasty, according to 
the Yangtze Water 
Resources Committee. 


provincial Archeology Research 
Institute claimed, “Many cultur- 
al relic sites in the Danjiangkou 
Reservoir area, where ancient 
culture was highly developed, 
need rescuing before the con- 
struction is kicked off.” 

As the resource to provide 
water in the central route of 
the project, Danjiangkou Reser- 
voir is scheduled to divert large 
amounts of water to northern re- 
gions. With the water level ris- 
ing from the current 157 meters 
to 170 meters in 2008, the sub- 
merged area will expand to about 
370 square kilometers, inundat- 
ing many sites, containing fossils 
of the dinosaur eggs dating back 
60 million years, human skele- 
tons from the Old Stone Age as 
well as buildings of the Ming Dy- 
nasty, according to the Yangtze 
Water Resources Committee. 

Many of the archeological dis- 
coveries in this area belong to 
the same culture as those sal- 
vaged at the Three Gorges Proj- 
ect, said Wang Hongxing. 

However, the obstacles and 
the pressure experienced by the 
archeologists are far greater than 
the ones they encountered in the 
Three Gorges Project. 

“We don’t have the final word” 

At the beginning of last 
month, at the latest conference 
regarding the protection of cul- 
tural relics in the project, it was 
decided that the Ministry of Wa- 
ter Resources would be in charge 
of deciding how many cultural 
relics in the project needed res- 
cuing, not the Cultural Relics of- 


fice. This means that the cultural 
relics departments in all provinc- 
es have to turn in their investiga- 
tion and survey outcomes to the 
corresponding water resources 
department, and then the Yang- 
tze Water Resources Commission 
for consideration. 

“I am afraid that this is the es- 
sential difference from the power 
we had in the excavation of the 
cultural relics in the Three Gorg- 
es Project,” said Wang Fengzhu, 
the deputy of the Project Office 
in Hubei Cultural Affairs Office. 
He had been responsible for the 
cultural relics protection work in 
the Hubei section in the Three 
Gorges Project for more than 10 
years before taking charge of the 
same work in the South-to-North 
Water Diversion Project. He said 
that in the Three Gorges Project, 
the cultural relics department 
in each province only needed to 
turn in their investigation and 
survey report to the upper cul- 
tural relics department for ap- 
proval and then they could ask 
the construction department for 
funds. However, this time, “we 
don’t have the final word on how 
many cultural relics need pro- 
tection or not. Though by law, the 
final approval right should be 
controlled by the State Relics Bu- 
reau, our investigation has to get 
approval from the Yangtze Water 
Resources Commission first.” 

According to him, the Yang- 
tze Water Resources Commission 
had its own archeological inves- 
tigation team in Hubei Province 
with only two or three main 
members. However, the commis- 
sion deemed that their team was 
competent to carry out the in- 
vestigation and survey of the 
cultural relics in the Hubei Sec- 
tion. Therefore, the cooperation 
between this team and the local 
cultural relics department was 
not harmonious from the very be- 
ginning. Until now, Wang Feng- 
zhu and his co-workers have not 
heard from the Commission on 
the four thick and comprehen- 
sive investigation reports they 
handed in 2003, reports which 
had cost them about 2 million 
yuan to compile. 

“This vexes me. The commis- 
sion is reluctant to give any re- 


By Jiang Yongzhu 

F rom Jiangsu Prov- 
ince to Beijing and 
then back to 
Jiangsu, 13 factory 
workers who have got mer- 
cury poisoning have been 
fighting for their legal rights 
for five months, seeking rec- 
ognition of their complaint. 
After continually reporting 
to the Ministry of Health, 
they received a written doc- 
ument calling on the local 
authorities to help them. 
However, nothing has hap- 
pened yet. 

Poisoning! 

Wang Libiao, 48, started 
to work for Tiling Thermom- 
eter Factory in Yandu Coun- 
ty, Yancheng City in Jiangsu 
in 1997. He witnessed this 
state-own factory’s rise and 
fall. At the end of 1999, 
the factory was rented to a 
man named Xu Xuehai by 
the government. From then 
on, Wang Libiao, along with 
his 163 co-workers, began to 
work for Xu Xuehai. 

“It was in 2001 that I 
found there was something 
wrong with me,” Wang told 
Beijing Today. “I didn’t take 
it seriously at that time, but 
this year I could not ignore 
it any more.” Wang suffered 
continually from headaches, 
toothache, insomnia, mem- 
ory lapses and 
other problems. 

He went to 
the county hos- 
pital for a physi- 
cal examination. 

The result sur- 
prised him: he 
was diagnosed 
with mercury 
poisoning. The 
normal level is 
to have 0.01 
mg/L of mercu- 
ry in the blood. 

However, there 
was 0.78 mg/Lin 
Wang’s blood. 

After that, 12 
other workers 
also went to take 
tests and were 
also diagnosed 
with mercury 
poisoning. Ac- 
cording to the 
hospital, their 
condition was as serious as 
Wang Libiao’s. 

The workers asked the 
factory to pay for their 
treatment. However, Xu Xue- 
hai refused to shoulder the 
responsibility, saying there 
was no proof that the work- 
ers had been poisoned in his 
thermometer factory. 

The workers reported this 
situation to the local gov- 
ernment, but they didn’t get 
any response. In May 2004, 
six of the 13 went to Beijing 
to seek help. Finally, they 
got a government document 
urging the local government 
to help solve the workers’ 
problem. 

The workers also collect- 
ed evidence proving that 
their poisoning was caused 
by working in the Tingling 
Factory. They assumed that 
now Xu Xuehai would have 
to pay for their medical 
treatment. 

However, the matter was 
not that simple. Xu then 
claimed that the employ- 
ment contract between him 
and the 13 workers had end- 
ed several months previous- 
ly, so the factory did not have 
to pay a penny towards their 
treatment. 

“It’s none of my business” 

Tingling Factory was once 
a state-owned enterprise. In 
1999, the factory faced bank- 
ruptcy, so the local gov- 
ernment rented it to Xu 
Xuehai, who had been work- 
ing there for 20 years. The 
contract regulated that the 
legal rights of the workers 
should be covered by Xu 
Xuehai. 

In 2004, the factory had 
turned things around and 
was doing much better than 
before. It began to make a 
profit and some local busi- 
nessmen expressed an in- 


Poisoied 
WoAers 
Seek Help 

terest in buying the factory. 
The factory was put up for 
auction in April 2004, and 
a man named Duan paid 
2,560,000 yuan to buy it. 
Xu was given one month to 
hand over the factory. 

“I felt bad when I had to 
leave,” he said. “It was dur- 
ing that time I decided to 
open a factory of my own.” 
Xu told his plan to the work- 
ers and 80 percent of them 
signed a contact with him, 
while the other 20 percent 
including the 13 poisoned 
workers, didn’t. 

However, the buyer of the 
factory changed his mind 
and the government allowed 
Xu Xuehai to continue to 
rent it. But to Xu, the situa- 
tion was not the 
same any lon- 
ger. He only took 
the people who 
signed a con- 
tract with him 
as his employ- 
ees. He refused 
to employ the 
other 20 percent. 
So he said he 
would not pay 
the medical fees 
for those people, 
especially the 13 
workers who he 
said had “caused 
him a lot of trou- 
ble”. 

The workers 
believed that the 
factory should 
pay for the treat- 
ment and are 
preparing to go 
to court. Yao 
Huanqing, Pro- 
fessor of the Law School 
of People’s University, told 
Beijing Today that it didn’t 
matter whether, as Xu 
claimed, the employment 
contract was over or not. 
“The point is that workers 
got poisoned from work, so 
no matter whether the em- 
ployment term has ended 
or not, the factory should 
shoulder the responsibility.” 
Harsh future 

Mercury is a neurotoxin, 
meaning it affects the ner- 
vous system. It can cause 
personality changes, ner- 
vousness, trembling, and 
even dementia. 

According to Wang Libiao, 
from 2000 to 2003, Xu Xue- 
hai only organized one phys- 
ical examination for them, 
and that was only after they 
had complained strongly and 
asked for a checkup. The 
result was that 71 of the 
164 workers were diagnosed 
with mercury poisoning. 

A female worker whose 
family name is Wang told 
Beijing Today that the fac- 
tories seldom used the pro- 
tection systems, since they 
wanted to save costs. Bro- 
ken thermometers were scat- 
tered all over the plant 
without being cleaned away 
in time. According to a local 
newspaper report, small 
drops of mercury could be 
seen all over the grounds of 
the plant, and there were no 
safety measures being used 
when the reporter visited 
the factory. 

Wang said she was now 
in poor health and her life 
was totally ruined. “I even 
have difficulty when I chew 
cucumber,” she said. How- 
ever, she said she was not 
going to fight for her legal 
rights since she needed the 
job to support her family. 


A female worker 
whose family 
name is Wang 
told Beijing Today 
that the factories 
seldom used the 
protection 
systems, since 
they wanted to 
save costs. 
Broken 

thermometers 
were scattered all 
over the plant 
without being 
cleaned away in 
time. 
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T he three- 
month trip 
in Tibet made 
Xiao Bian’er 
realize that the 
lack of money 
or time is no 
reason not to 
travel. “I would 
crawl to AM if 
necessary” he 
says simply. 


Riding a horse in Sichuan 


By Hester 

X iao Bian’er believes in 
traveling whatever the 
obstacles. He has 
travelled to some of the most 
remote parts of China, usually 
on a shoestring budget. But 
this man in his early thirties, 
with a weather-beaten face as 
evidence of his journeys, is 
no career backpacker. He’s also 
the founder of Pass By Bar, 
an institution for discerning 
drinkers in Beijing. 

Xiao Bian’er is not his real 
name, however. He used to wear 
a long pony tail reaching almost 
down to his waist. One morning 
he suddenly decided to have it 
cut off. Now Xiao Bian’er (which 
means pony tail in Chinese) is 
only a name by which people 
are reminded of the long hair he 
used to have. 

Life-changing trip 

As a child growing up by the 
side of a railway in Anshan, 
an industrial city in northeast 
China, Xiao Bian’er always felt 
curious about the lives of the 
passengers on the trains and he 
longed to see the world beyond. 

His first big trip started 
soon after his graduation from 
Lu Xun Fine Arts College in 
Shenyang in 1996, as a research 
project to collect folk arts. As an 
art student, he always wanted to 
see the dramatic western areas 
of China. While his classmates 
went to museums and art 
galleries in big cities, he bought 
himself a big map of China, 
spread it on the floor, and picked 
Yunnan as his destination. 

With 6,000 yuan earned from 
part-time jobs and 4,000 yuan 
collected from friends, he set 
out for Kunming, the capital of 
Yunnan Province. Xiao Bian’er 
still feels it was a strange 
decision. “I knew nothing at that 
time. It was a large sum of 
money for me, all in cash. So I 
tied a small bag across my belly 
and put all the money in.” 

Xiao Bian’er visited 
Xishuangbanna in the south 
of Yunnan, where he joined a 
touring group bound for Burma, 



At “home” in the Pass By Bar Photo by Yan 


but he often went off on his own 
and was repeatedly chided by 
the tour guide for not following 
the rules. He decided never to 
travel with a tour group again. 
During his time in Yunnan, 

Xiao Bian’er submerged himself 
in the extraordinary lives and 
rich culture of the ethnic 
minority people there. Living 
in their homes, chatting and 
working with them, he 
experienced a life he had never 
imagined, with less hustle and 
bustle and competition and 
more calmness, smiling, and the 
smell of nature. 

He stopped painting. “If I 
only draw the superficial and 
do not experience their lives, I’d 
rather quit,” he said. Sometimes 
hitchhiking, sometimes walking 
and stopping along the way, 

Xiao Bian’er set out from 
Xishuangbanna for Sichuan. By 
the time he arrived in Chengdu, 
he was carrying seven or eight 
bags full of various small folk 
art items. In Chengdu he bought 
one large bag to put everything 
in. In the following eight years, 
he made several trips to the 
west of China carrying this 
bag. Though others prepare 
everything before setting out on 
a journey, Xiao Bian’er learned 
to do everything while already 
on the way. When talking about 


his first trip, he still becomes 
excited. “It really set my heart 
free and forever changed my 
whole life.” 

Crawl to AM if necessary 

A year after graduating, Xiao 
Bian’er decided to go to Beijing. 
Doing some simple jobs there, 
he impatiently waited for a 
chance to start his next trip. 

He heard about an organised 
trip to Ali, a town in northern 
Tibet. Haunted by the thought 
of visiting this no man’s land, 
he finally set off alone in 1998, 
equipped with the small sum of 
money he had saved from his 
various jobs. 

He first took a train to 
Lanzhou, where he bought a 
bicycle and set out on the 
road to Lhasa. Just as he 
was coming to Erdaogou, a 
passing driver shouted, “You 
dropped something!” Turning 
around, Xiao Bian’er realized he 
had dropped his overcoat which 
had his ID card, credit card 
and all his cash in the pockets. 
He retraced his route, but he 
couldn’t find the coat. 

More misfortunes came after 
that. First his sleeping bag 
got cut, then he couldn’t find 
anyone willing to give him a 
lift. He thought about how one 
day before he had praised the 
beauty of the dusk, but that 
now he was in no mood to 
enjoy the sunset. Still, he was 
determined to carry on with 
his trip. Finally he reached a 
construction site where an army 
engineering corps was working. 
An officer there managed to find 
him a small cotton padded coat 
covered with dirt and machine 
oil. Xiao Bian’er was delighted. 

The next morning, refreshed 
with hot food and water, he was 
sent off by cheering soldiers 
and headed for Tuotuo River, 
the source of the Yellow River. 
Having nothing to prove his 
identity, he couldn’t stay in 
military camps and had to 
spend the night in 
maintenance stations along the 
highway. Each station is ten to 
thirteen kilometres apart, and 
it became his only mission to 
reach the next station to spend 
the night. He barely managed 
to fill his stomach by begging 
in the maintenance stations 
along the road, and he craved 
for water, fruit and vegetables. 
Once, two sweet melon peels 
were thrown out of a passing 
bus, and he rushed forward 
on his bike and picked them 
up. Carefully scratching away 
the dirt with a small knife, he 
gnawed at the remains. 

By seeking help from 
maintenance stations and 
barracks and collecting food 
from remains left by bus 
passengers on the highway, he 
finally made it to Lhasa. For 
several weeks he worked in the 
city as a plasterer while waiting 
for any transport that would 
take him to Ali. Soon he found 
himself on the way with 700 




River deep, mountain high... 
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yuan earned from selling his 
bicycle and a whole box of hard 
bread. He arrived in Ali one 
month later. 

“Today, whenever I think of 
that hard bread, I feel nausea,” 
Xiao Bian’er smiles. The three- 
month trip in Tibet made him 
realize that the lack of money or 
time is no reason not to travel. “I 
would crawl to Ali if necessary,” 
he says simply. 

From Lhasa to Kathmandu 

In September 2003, Xiao 
Bian’er set out on a new 
adventure. Covering more than 
1,000 kilometres, including 
going up to the 5,000 metre 
Mount Everest Base Camp, no 
longer seemed difficult for Xiao 
Bian’er. Though he prepared 
enough money this time, he still 
wanted to ride a bicycle. 

With the help of his friends, 
Xiao Bian’er went back to 
Lhasa, got himself a bicycle and 
set out towards Kathmandu. 

The journey was thrilling, 
especially when he descended 
from the icy world of 5,200 
metres above sea level to the 
sub-tropical climate at 500 
metres, where waterfalls 
cascaded from overhead above 
the road, giving passing vehicles 
an impromptu carwash and bike 
riders a total soaking. 

Xiao Bian’er cycled across 
almost every variety of road on 
the journey: gravel roads which 
shook his arms nearly senseless; 
dirt roads, turning into mud 
in rains and throwing up thick 
dust on sunny days; and water- 
logged roads, which he actually 
quite enjoyed. 

Xiao Bian’er’s stay in 
Kathmandu was equally 
eventful. There was tension 
brewing between the 
government and militia forces 
when he arrived, and a curfew 
was imposed every night. 

One day after spending all 
his money, he was roaming the 
streets and brooding on his 
fate when he suddenly heard 
someone call: “Xiao Bian’er, 

Xiao Bian’er!” he could hardly 
believe his ears. Raising his 
head, he saw his friends from 
Lhasa grinning at him from a 
restaurant window. He was able 
to rely on his friends for the 
rest of the month he stayed in 
Kathmandu. For Xiao Bian’er, it 
seems there is always a way out 
of difficulties. 

Spiritual journey through the 
Pass By Bar 

In the spring of 1999, passing 
by a small fruit stand on his 
bicycle in a small town in Gansu 
Province, Xiao Bian’er suddenly 
had an idea to open a bar. 

“For the guy selling fruit by the 
roadside, I am a total stranger 
and merely a passer-by, whom 
he will forget before long,” he 
recollected. 

Shortly after returning to 
Beijing, he began to preach 
his idea to his friends, but no 
one took it seriously. However, 
when he first mentioned it half- 
heartedly to his girl friend, 
now his wife Hai Yan’er in a 
text message, her response was 
quick and encouraging. She quit 
her job in a Swiss company and 
moved in with Xiao Bian’er to 
a small bungalow he rented in 
Nan Luogu Xiang and started 
the decoration with him. 

“Better to die than to live 
without travelling!” Xiao Bian’er 
says, a belief further 
strengthened by two friends of 
his, a Frenchman and a Spanish 
man who were on their way 
to travel around the world 
empty handed. Shortly after 
Xiao Bian’er said goodbye to his 
two ambitious traveller friends, 
Pass By Bar appeared in the 
hutong and became the first 
gathering place in Beijing for 
his backpacker friends from 
around the world. 

After SARS struck Beijing 
last year, Pass By never closed 
for a single day. Many 
foreigners, having no place 
to go, found a refuge there. 
Goodbye parties were held one 
after another. When Chinese 
people started to come back 
to Pass By after SARS had 
passed, Xiao Bian’er was moved 
to tears. Pass By stays in its 
own way like its owner. “At the 
beginning it was a bar, now it is 
our life style. In the future, we 
don’t know...” 
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By Sha Lin/Song Yin 

“Lack of soul is the most dead- 
ly problem of Zhang Yimou,” 
says well-known philosopher Bei 
Ye. His study focuses on philos- 
ophy and civilization of ancient 
Greece, and he feels that in con- 
trast with the literature and art 
of ancient Greece, modern Chi- 
nese film lacks a deep compre- 
hension of life. “As the leading 
sheep of Chinese film, Zhang 
Yimou cannot feel the warm, 
rich, and immense current of hu- 
manity that embraces all those 
dirty things. As a consequence, 
he has to pursue a kind of de- 
pressive and abnormal phenom- 
ena, presenting that as human 
nature itself. Showing off these 
is just to shock audience but not 
to carry forward the warm side 
of human nature. Based on that, 
he has failed to go deep into peo- 
ple’s hearts.” 

“Though referred to as ‘Chi- 
na’s Steven Spielberg,’ Zhang 
Yimou cannot reach Spielberg’s 
level of humanism. We cannot 
expect Zhang to produce brilliant 
movies like Schindler’s List or 
Saving Private Ryan. It is their 
huge emotive power that has 
kept Hollywood films in vogue 
all over the world for such a long 
time.” 

“To make a musical analogy, 
Zhang is neither Beethoven nor 
Wagner, who composed magnif- 
icent holy pieces, nor is he a 
Tchaikovsky or a Shostakovich 
with pathos and color, he’s only a 
‘musician’ mixing some buffoon- 
ery, some humor, some different 
styles to form weird pieces, then 
covering them with flamboyant 
overcoats.” 

The only two films of Zhang 
that Bei Ye approves are To Live 
and My Father and Mother. Bei 
considers both films touched the 
real tragedy of that certain pe- 
riod of time in China. “But he 
didn’t continue in this way and 
cut his ties with the title of ‘Mas- 
ter.’ Zhang’s dominant status is 
a tragedy for the Chinese film 
industry and is representative 
of the industry’s overall weak- 
ness.” 

Facing his critics, Zhang once 
responded, “there are so many 
restrictions in filmmaking, what 
else can I choose to make? I have 
to make a living!” Bei considers 
this just an excuse, “Beauty is ev- 
erywhere. For instance, the Japa- 
nese film Sanshiro Sugata shows 
abundant levels of human na- 
ture just through small potatoes 
and non-political bagatelles. The 
real artist has the ability to dis- 


Z hang Yimou is one of the biggest names in the Chinese film industry. Since he broadened his palette to include wuxia , or martial 
arts movies, with Hero and House of Flying Daggers, compliments have abounded. Journalists hang on his every word, and have 
devoted page after page to praising his creativity. 

However an article in the August issue of Art Criticism, the magazine of the China Arts Academy, presents a different 
viewpoint, giving voice to a number of Zhang’s critics. In China, criticism of certain mainstream artworks and artists, such 
as Zhang, is usually confined to academic circles. Beijing Today presents a translation of sections of the article, in order to 
balance the scales. 



cover the love and sympathy for 
real life.” 

Image verses art 

Beijing University professor 
Zhang Yiwu, a well-known cul- 
ture scholar dismisses Zhang 
Yimou as “just an opportunist”. 
“Zhang is always chasing after 
fashion. The only thing he insists 
on is color. To please Chinese con- 
temporary ideology and business 
circles, Hero was born. The film 
reflects the common problem of 
Zhang and his Fifth Generation 
classmates, that is, replacing re- 
alistic social criticism with aes- 
thetics.” 

Zhang graduated in the fifth 
class of the Beijing Film Acad- 
emy in 1982, along with Chen 
Kaige and Tian Zhuangzhuang. 
This graduating class formed a 
core of young filmmakers known 
in China as the Fifth Genera- 
tion. “This group of young stu- 
dents learnt form from western 
movies, but didn’t take notice of 
what those movies were saying. 
The whole generation was misled 
- they think making movies is 
arranging form, and they think 
aesthetics is all about art. They 
didn’t know that it was realistic 


social criticism that hastened the 
birth of French New Wave mov- 
ies and Italian Neo-realism mov- 
ies in Italy,” Zhang Yiwu said. 

“Zhang even said, ‘It doesn’t 
matter what we shoot. What mat- 
ters is how we shoot.” Thereafter, 
he spent lots of money on plant- 
ing flowers and making snow. But 
the audience sees nothing apart 
from the killing in the plain of 
flowers and the snow field, the 
dancing in the peony palace and 
the close-ups of flying daggers, 
bamboo arrows and all kinds of 
weapons.” 

“The defect of Zhang Yimou is 
neither commercial speculation 
nor imitation, but that his films 
have no powerful impact on peo- 
ple’s soul, they are just finery 
and prettiness.” 

“This is a best time and also 
a worst time for China, in other 
words, a vital time for Chinese 
people and society. If Zhang is 
still coldly playing with his col- 
ors, he’s got a problem with his 
artistic orientation,” said Zhang 
Yiwu. 

Staying away from politics 

What most upsets Zhang’s 
critics is the idea that a director 


who has managed to sidestep 
some of the biggest events in 
modern China, has become such 
a shining star. 

“I don’t think an artist stay- 
ing away from politics, instead, 
stressing personal characteris- 
tics and playing some modish 
skill will touch the essence of 
art,” said Zhao Yu, a noted writ- 
er and TV director. “A real block- 
buster should not only focus on 
its visual impact but also include 
an element of politics to add 
some courage and uprightness. 
The art films or commercial films 
lacking political background are 
always like a glass of lukewarm 
water.” 

“For example, in Red Sor- 
ghum , Zhang could make up fake 
folk songs and feature wild sex in 
a field of sorghum, but when he is 
confronted with the war against 
Japanese Aggression, apart from 
showing some bloody scenes, he 
is unable to depict even one seri- 
ous battle in the background. All 
he can do is play some folk mu- 
sic, some kids’ folk rhymes, show 
a solar eclipse and colors,” Zhao 
said. 

Film and TV critic He Dong ar- 


gues that Zhang Yimou’s movies 
are always about clandestine love 
affairs. From Red Sorghum and 
Ju Dou to Raise the Red Lantern, 
the heroines are always living in 
a repressive and unhealthy atmo- 
sphere, in a home without love, 
and pay dearly when she dares 
to leave. “I cannot understand 
why the director chooses such ab- 
surd stories every time. Putting all 
these movies together, I can sense 
a profound disdain toward wom- 
en.” 

Xie Xizhang, drama critic for 
Beijing Evening News, points out 
that the two main themes in 
Zhang’s movies are folk-customs 
and sexual inhibitions. These be- 
came his trump cards for success 
in Western countries in the early 
years. But merely the depiction 
of sexual inhibition and its re- 
lease can never equate with hu- 
manity. 

No foreigners, no Zhang Yimou 

“His philosophy is pragma- 
tism,” Zhang Yiwu summarized. 
“The fame in China of Zhang 
Yimou’s earliest films was due 
to their winning baskets of in- 
ternational awards. But this just 
becomes a joke that now more 


and more people criticize Zhang 
Yimou for worshiping all things 
foreign and fawning on foreign 
countries.” 

According to Wang Yichuan, a 
professor at Beijing Normal Uni- 
versity and author of the book 
The End of the Zhang Yimou 
Legend, it is very simple “If 
there were no Westerners, Zhang 
Yimou would not be where he 
is today. In Zhang Yimou’s fable, 
‘China’ is redolent with a hazy or 
bizarre exotic atmosphere, which, 
because of its simplicity, can be 
understood and appreciated by 
western audiences. The more the 
Western audiences dwell upon 
the Chinese ‘lack of civilization,’ 
the more their Western-centric 
sense is reinforced.” 

However, Wang insists, 
“Zhang’s legend won’t go on. He 
received a prize in the beginning 
because he went there to ask 
for it, and those Westerners were 
willing to give - that’s it. But now, 
the ‘willingness’ no longer exists. 
All the games have a rule. When 
your film is not good enough, the 
game is over, and the Westerners 
will go to find someone else to 
provide an ‘exotic atmosphere.” 
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Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 91 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

±tk±it: AS# 8 

AM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 

30^1 x 140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 



BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LUST Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20 To off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng 1ST an Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%T^:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 Cl^ UiLR* f 

J ib V f hcl I I Jx; , f f Jhic lUJFU 1 , f f Jhicv.'i U L f 100 >[<:) 


INI ew French Restaurant Now Op en! 

IT iV A - iJnv'&TJrnr? 

>b Ti< TT /A TT A At A' ' / • *1 1 /& f 17 , Tf /A W IT 1A ih m m. ff J IT! T- , TT vA TT Wt nA 'Si /i < (A 

Ifj lilt ATA , fr /T Tf APlA E2 A' TrH / A m M fk A TP W ? ff ^ 14/ 11/ TT f L ifj , if fj£ It/ Tf m , 7T *+ *1*1 if) 

m in m: m r/J , TL ft m. m /Ft m If! fill 76 o 

AMisw Tdx ft 4^ m is er v: it summer: Sr n jsm^vrm m 

m M rA p: iiS yfr Sj A m — - M fT At" l**J fm-Wk W o 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation ’with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

™ Sh 1^ J A ± ^ 5* 5A T? fT 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

ps m uhh — m 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone: 6508-91 OO 


ROLAND GARROS 


RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 

t. J T 
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Women’s Private Parts 

Bold and audacious, 
Women's Private Parts is 
a documentary directed by 
Hong Kong director Barba- 
ra Wong Chun Chun, fo- 
cusing on the private lives 
of modern Chinese women. 
Shot on video in Hong Kong, 
Shenzhen and Beijing, it 
was named Best Interna- 
tional Feature Film at the 
2001 New York Indepen- 
dent Film Festival. DVD 5, 
Cantonese with English and 
Chinese Subtitles. 






The Wedding Banquet 

This 1993 international 
hit by Ang Lee is the second 
in his “Father Knows Best” 
trilogy, coming in between 
Punishing Hands and Eat 
Drink Man Woman. A funny 
and poignant story, it won 
the Golden Bear Award at 
the 1993 Berlin Film Festi- 
val. DVD 9, mandarin with 
English, Spanish, French 
and Chinese subtitles. Spe- 
cial features include an in- 
terview with the director. 



Wild Strawberries 

This 1957 film that cata- 
pulted Ingmar Bergman to 
the forefront of world cine- 
ma explores the disillu- 
sionment of an elderly 
physician, Professor Isak 
Borg, as he reflects upon 
his life and begins to per- 
ceive his mortality. DVD 5, 
English soundtrack and au- 
dio commentary with Eng- 
lish and Chinese subtitles. 



Folk Conceit to Protect 
an Endangered Heritage 


By Song Yin 

There is a kind of voice 
Once brilliantly blossomed 
Now disappearing little by little 
There is a kind of feeling 
Once gestated rich fruits 
Now fading from our memory 



This Sunday and Monday, a concert of Chi- 
nese folk songs was held at the amphitheater 
of the Beijing Exhibition Center. 

Folk performers from more than 20 ethnic 
minority areas around the nation took the 
stage for the free event, which was aimed at 
helping to protect and carry forward Chinese 
folk art. 

The 60-odd performers came from various 
ethnic groups, including Tibetan, Korean, Mon- 
golian, Kazak, Dai, Bai, Yi, Hui, Tujia, Miao, 
Zhuang, Dong, Tatar, Uygur as well as Han. 

They sang loudly and clearly, about love, la- 
bor and anything beautiful in their everyday 
life. Their music, without any formal or scien- 
tific standard, is unique and irreplaceable. 

The audience of several thousand attending 
the concert were unanimous in their applause, 
which resounded throughout the hall. 


Rock Review 


Hip-Hop with 

By Wang Yao 

Shanghai based hip-hop 
band Hei Bang (Hi-Bomb) hit 
Beijing with their first album 
Xi Ha Di Yi Bang (The best hip- 
hop) this July, on EMI’s Bush- 
eng label. 

The band features two MCs, 
Xiao Shizi and Shang Hao. Xiao 
Shizi returned to China from 
the US, where he saw the hip- 
hop light, three years ago. Shang 
Hao has been part of Shang- 
hai’s hip-hop scene for several 
years, and already had a con- 
siderable following there before 
joining Hei Bang. 


Clean Bomb 

Perhaps out of pragmatism 
and a desire to get radio airplay, 
Hei Bang’s lyrics are devoid of 
“bad language.” According to the 
band, they want to reflect their 
culture and attitude to social 
phenomena with songs about life 
and family. 

The two MCs switch fluently 
between rapping in Chinese and 
English, especially in the Xi Ha 
Bu Duan (Hiphop Forever) and 
Yi La Ke Jin Zhang Ju Shi (Iraqi 
Strenuous State). In songs like 
Xiafei Lu 87 Hao (Xiafei Street 
No. 87), showing a nostalgia for 
the old Shanghai and the sim- 



plicity of childhood, their lyrics 
are frank and humorous. San Le 
(Broken up) and Fei Dianxing 
Nil You (Untypical Girlfriend) 
sees the band combining vari- 
ous popular music styles, beyond 
simply hip-hop. 



“ Moon men ” 


Jay-Z and OutKast Dominate 
MTV Awards 

Rappers Jay-Z and OutKast 
walked away with the most 
MTV Video Music Awards on 
Sunday with four “Moon men” 
each as the music television 
network took its annual awards 
show out of New York or Los 
Angeles for the first time. 

The venue at Miami’s Ameri- 
canAirlines Arena allowed stars 
from singers Usher to movie 
stars like Bruce Willis to pull 
up to the red carpet in growling 
speed boats, sleek yachts and 
even a thundering airboat. 

Australian rockers Jet, who 
recently completed a sell-out 
tour of the US, won Best Rock 
Video for their hit Are You Go- 
ing to Be My Girl, from their 
debut album Get Born. 

(Reuters) 



Rosario Dawson 


Rosario Dawson Arrested 
Near GOP Protests 

Actress Rosario Dawson 
(Kids and Shattered Glass) was 
arrested near the route of anti- 
Republican protests after she 
refused to get off the road, au- 
thorities said Monday. 

Dawson, 25, of Los Angeles, 
was filming a movie called This 
Revolution, according to pub- 
lished reports. She was taken 
into custody at midday Sun- 
day about a block from the 
site of the Republican National 
Convention in Madison Square 
Garden, authorities said. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, Dawson was spot- 
ted in a road with about 30 
people gathered around them. 
A police officer told her that 
she had to leave the roadway, 


but she reportedly refused. She 
was charged with two counts 
of disorderly conduct and one 
charge of obstructing govern- 
mental administration. They 
were released without bail and 
told to return to court Novem- 
ber 9. 

(AP) 

Beckhams expecting 
third child 

David 
Beckham’s 
pop-star wife 
Victoria is 
pregnant with 
her third 
child, the pair 
announced 
Sunday. 

The couple said they were 
“delighted” with the news. The 
baby is due in March. “This is 
fantastic news. We are both ab- 
solutely delighted. We are plan- 
ning to have the baby in Spain,” 
they said in a statement. 

The England captain and 
Real Madrid midfielder re- 
vealed earlier this month that 
his wife Victoria and two sons 
Brooklyn and Romeo had final- 
ly made the move from Eng- 
land to live with him in the 
Spanish capital. 

Beckham moved from Man- 
chester United to Madrid in 
July 2003 while his family re- 
mained in England. The mar- 
riage hit a rocky patch earlier 
this year after reports the foot- 
ball star had an affair with his 
former personal assistant, Re- 
becca Loos, who went on to sell 
her story to the media. (AFP) 
Singer Wilson Garners CMA 
Nominations 

Newcomer 
Gretchen Wil- 
son garnered 
high-profile 
nominations 
from the Coun- 
try Music Asso- 
ciation Monday, 
including best 
album for her 
tribute to red- 
neck pride, Here for the Party. 

The other best album nomi- 
nees were established acts: Brad 
Paisley for Mud on the Tires, 
Brooks and Dunn for Red Dirt 
Road, Toby Keith for Shock’N 
Y’all and Kenny Chesney for 
When the Sun Goes Down. 

Keith also was nominated 
for male vocalist of the year 
and entertainer of the year; 
Chesney for male vocalist and 
entertainer of the year; and 
Brooks and Dunn for entertain- 
er of the year. CBS will broad- 
cast the 38th annual CMA 
awards show, hosted by Brooks 
and Dunn, live from Nashville’s 
Grand Ole Opry House on No- 
vember 9. (AP) 



Gretchen Wilson 



Victoria Beckham 
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Advanced equipment 


Efficient service team 

Tel : 6207 0911 


6207 0929 


BeiJing Jia Yu Hua Decoration Co., Ltd 

ifctt: It HC Hf «l HI *11811806 

<6iS: (OIO) 8455 2536 <srar$*> 64678822-1806 
ft*.- (010) 8455 2530 

AddiRoom 1806,8F,Guanpming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang, Beijing, China 

Tel: (010) 8455 2536 <*rai> 64678822-1806 
FAX: (010) 8455 2530 
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Opportunities Abound 
for Returned Students 



More than 700,000 Chinese studied abroad in more than 100 countries and regions between 1978 and 2003, 
according to statistics issued by the Ministry of Education earlier this year. Around one-quarter of those people 
have returned to China and started successful careers. Photo by Photocome 


By Xie Lixue 

Years ago, the term haigui 
was a common expression to 
describe Chinese who returned 
from studying overseas, gen- 
erally to very positive pros- 
pects. As the domestic market 
became more competitive, that 
term morphed into haidai, im- 
plying that many returnees 
were struggling to find work. 

While both terms are still 
thrown around today, there are 
plenty of positive indicators 
that there are many jobs out 
there just waiting to be filled 
the right people from learning 
abroad. 

Wanted: returned students 

Around 170,000 Chinese who 
studied abroad have returned 
to China since the 1980s, ac- 
cording to statistics presented 
at a June 12 seminar in Paris. 

They are particularly pres- 
ent in China’s education field, 
where 77 percent of university 
presidents, 62 percent of post- 
graduate tutors and 7 1 percent 
of the directors of research bas- 
es have studied abroad. 

“There are many options for 
people returned from studying 
overseas to find good jobs,” 
said Cheng Jiacai, director of 
the Education Service Center 
China (ESCC), an organization 
that assists Chinese students 
in studying abroad and return- 
ing. “Some recruiters are look- 
ing for returned students for 
management positions with an- 
nual salaries of 80,000 yuan.” 

More than 1,800 job vacan- 
cies targeted at such people 
opened in Beijing in the first 
half of this year, according to 
information from the Beijing 
Municipal Bureau of Statis- 
tics. The jobs available to 


returnees included university 
teacher and professor positions 
and work as technical experts, 
managers in large corpora- 
tions, lawyers and editors. 

Getting satisfaction 

Despite the abundance of 
opportunities, some returnees 


from overseas studies still strug- 
gle to find work and express 
confusion about the paths to se- 
curing satisfying employment. 

“Usually, there are three 
routes for finding a job: job 
fairs, recruitment websites and 
headhunters,” said Joyce Hu, a 
consultant in the marketing de- 


partment at famed headhunt- 
ing agency China Career. 

Hu said that around 70 
to 80 percent of Chinese re- 
turned from studying abroad 
preferred to seek employment 
through headhunters because 
they worked quickly and of- 
fered well-designed programs 


and services. 

“Demand is highest for 
returned students who had 
work experience in China be- 
fore they headed abroad,” Hu 
told Beijing Today. “They can 
easily find jobs in the real 
estate, computer science and 
IT industries.” 

Huang Jian, manager of CI- 
ASE Management Consultation 
Company, another headhunt- 
ing firm, said, “Some returned 
students feel there is a lack of 
opportunities in the domestic 
market because some compa- 
nies rely on internal recom- 
mendations to fill positions.” 

Based on his own expe- 
rience, Huang said domestic 
companies really needed the 
expertise, knowledge and mul- 
ticultural experiences returned 
students had to offer. 

Tale of success 

Xin Yu got his bachelor’s de- 
gree from Beijing University 
and then headed to the United 
States to study with limited do- 
mestic work experience. He re- 
turned in 2002 after six years 
in the US with a master’s de- 
gree in international relations 
and a MBA. 

Within months, he found 
a job, but resigned after less 
than a year because he was 
not satisfied. With a little 
more hunting, he secured a 
good position as assistant to 
the deputy general manager 
at Fesco Insurance Broker- 
age, where he still works. 

“I had little experience, but 
I could adapt to new surround- 
ings and establish a new net- 
work. I basically just started 
over when I got back,” Xin told 
Beijing Today , revealing the se- 
crets to his success. 


Jobs 


International Nursing Cross 
China seeks English teachers 
(and nursing instructors) for full- 
time teaching positions. You must 
be an English native speaker 
with at least a bachelor’s degree 
in English, TESL, nursing or a 
related discipline and 2 years 
teaching experience. We offer 
free round-trip airfare, free hous- 
ing, free health insurance, sala- 
ried vacation, service bonus (and 
more). 

Send your CV by fax to: 

8408 0185, or email to: 
hymt _j ob@hymt . com. cn 

A part-time English teacher 
in an English language school, 
likes kids, wants to teach foreign 
adults and children Chinese, has 
three years overseas experience 
in teaching Chinese. 

Mobile: 13901121123 
Email: cctvlyb@yahoo.com 

An overseas MBA provides in- 
vestment consulting and busi- 
ness accompany service. 

Mobile: 13901227338 
Email: 

hankwang@sinal00.com 

A 48-year-old native Canadi- 
an English language teacher is 
looking for a financial business 
partner for the creation of a “new 
style English conversation type 
enterprise” in Beijing. 

Please email to: 
djrobinson2008@yahoo.com 

A graduate of fine arts with 
working experience in a TV sta- 
tion seeking a job of photograph- 
ing or taking pictures. 

Mobile: 13811743737 
E-mail: 

chengmuhai@s ohu . com 


Corporate HR: 

Sony: Succeed with Your Creative Oreams 


By Xie Lixue 

On August 27, Ms. Zhang Yanmei, 
vice president of Sony (China) Ltd.’s Hu- 
man Resource Development Division, 
accepted an interview with Beijing To- 
day to talk about the company’s culture 
and recruitment policies. 

Beijing Today: Please describe the 
corporate culture at Sony China. 

Zhang Yanmei: In Sony China, in- 
novation and creation are the most im- 
portant factors throughout operation 
and management. We are aware that 
globalization is an issue on the minds of 
all employees. 

In order to broaden their horizons, 
our company provides employees with 
many options and venues for informa- 
tion, such as the resources of the com- 
pany’s internal Internet network and 
our internal periodical Sony Commu- 



Zhang Yanmei, vice president of Sony Chi- 
na’s HR division Photo by Sony China 


nication. 

BT: How do you test applicants' abil- 
ities during interviews ? What questions 
do interview panels normally raise ? 

Zhang: We look at their work and 
personal experiences and career ambi- 
tions as a way to predict their potential. 

For example, we usually ask appli- 


cants for engineer positions if they had 
a habit of taking complex things apart 
and then assembling them again when 
they were young, or if they like do-it- 
yourself activities. Through such ques- 
tions, we can deduce if they have strong 
senses of curiosity, a personality trait 
that is a must in a good engineer. 

BT: Are there any special recruitment 
programs for recent university gradu- 
ates ? What percentage of the company's 
workforce are recent graduates? 

Zhang: A recruitment program 

for university students called Sony 
Overseas Engineer Recruitment be- 
gan in 2000. 

In the past four years, about 135 
IT graduates were selected from more 
than 10,000 candidates and became 
members of the company. They are still 
active in our headquarters and pro- 


duction and research and development 
departments. 

Among them, over 50 percent fin- 
ished their master’s studies before enter- 
ing, and as they accumulated practical 
management and operation experience, 
some have shot up over others and par- 
ticipated in many important tasks ei- 
ther in research and development, of 
such products as the best-selling DCR- 
PC105E digital video recorder, or in in- 
ternational cooperation programs. 

BT: What are the career prospects 
of Sony employees ? Can you offer some 
advice to people interested in joining 
Sony ? 

Zhang: A common phrase within the 
company is: ‘Do you dream in Sony?’. 

A crucial thing when deciding where 
to work is to understand a company’s 
environment, to ascertain its merits 
and shortcomings, and then to decide 
if that environment suits your develop- 
ment plan. Sony is an excellent place 
for people who are creative, indepen- 
dent learners and serious about getting 
a global career. 


Students seeking internships 
in package design and web page 
design. Monthly wage requested 
at 200-400 yuan, plus one-way 
train tickets. 

For more info, please visit: 
http ://www.inhb . com 
Contact: Teacher Liu 
Tel: 0311-3160000, 4322158, 
13582119988 

30,000 sqm warehouse for rent 
in National New and Hi-tech In- 
dustrial Development Zone. Ad- 
vanced facilities and full services 
including storage and transpor- 
tation. Prices negotiable. 
Contact: Mr. Li 
Tel: 0512-6808 4806, 
13915509048 

(You are welcome to send 
classified info to: ayi@ynet.com. 
Beijing Today does not take any 
responsibility for the accuracy 
and authenticity of the informa- 
tion published.) 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391041 9797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 
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MWD (H®fcslls Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 


4> 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bac\ 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2 . 8 - 3 . 5 joian/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
fro m $ 5 O O/m o n th . 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T VJDDappliances . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address 1 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby),Tickets,Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room C lean in g, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation R.ate: offices: 100% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RJVlB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning,Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561 798 




At: 


OToSouth of LanDao building, if snew 
building 

O Area: 3 5 00m2-4000m2,43 Ospm/per 
floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 3 8 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Muizidian Street, Chaoyang District,Beijing Next! 

to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDE) lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

dk'o* IT 

^111.^:64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases , maritime , finance , bond, important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL:86-1 0-8352 12 18 FAX:86- 10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :j t@venus-law.com 
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Ask Ayi: 

Q: I am planning to study in France 
next year. Are students allowed to trans- 
fer from one school to another there? 
Would academic credits be accepted by 
the new school and be transferred? 

- skywalkerzwj 

A: Yes, you can transfer from one 
school to another and your course cred- 
its will be transferred. 

Q: I have just finished my under- 


graduate program in Russia and re- 
turned to China. I am planning to 
take post-graduate courses in France, 
if possible. I have studied French in 
Russia for two years, so I want to take 
the TEF examination directly. Can you 
give some information about TEF, for 
example, where and when to sign up 
and the score requirements? 

- adwina912 
A: For the time and place to sign up, 
you can check the website: www.cela- 


cn.org. Score requirements vary ac- 
cording to different majors. Generally, 
according to information from Edu- 
france, your score should above 150 to 
go to France to study. Studying sub- 
jects like literature or law requires rel- 
atively higher language levels. Also, to 
enroll directly in subject courses with- 
out having one-year language courses 
first, students of science should have 
scores above 400 and students of arts 
will need scores of 400 to 600. 


Make Friends in Massey 


Top learning in 
New Zealand’s Top City 


There are approximately 2,500 
international students from China 
at the University of Auckland. 
There are about 5,400 international 
students from more than 100 coun- 
tries. We have about 35,000 stu- 
dents in total. 

Are there any organizations and 
gatherings of Chinese students? 

— monkeyking 

We have an International Stu- 
dents Activities Program to organize 
activities for new international stu- 
dents and to encourage the integra- 
tion of our international students 
with local students. 

Chinese students are also interest- 
ed in social clubs and support groups. 
Organizations such as the New Zea- 
land Chinese Students Association and 
the Kiwi Asian Club help our Chinese 
students to integrate into the univer- 
sity community and into New Zealand 
as a whole. 

Study and life: 

What kinds of recreation facilities 
are there in your university? 

— playgirl 

There are excellent gymnasiums 
on campus and many student clubs 
including sports and recreation 
clubs. The university’s recreational 
facilities are very cheap for regis- 
tered students. 

What services are offered on cam- 
pus to assist international students? 

— playgirl 

There are a number of services on 
campus to assist you. These include: 

Pastoral care: 

a. Chaplaincy service with Chinese 
speaking staff 

b. Student Learning Center for aca- 
demic support 

c. Student health and counseling 

Can your university arrange home- 
stays for international students? Is it 
possible to live with immigrant fami- 
lies? Do you think that is a good idea? 

— forum 

The university will assist in ar- 
ranging accommodation if you contact 
the University Accommodation Service 
(www.auckland.ac.nz/accommodation; 
email: accom@auckland.ac.nz). They 
can provide home-stay with any type 
of family. 

I’d say that it is probably better 
to stay with a New Zealand family 
rather than a recent migrant family 
if you want to get to know New Zea- 
land well. 

(Edited by Zhang Nan) 


Notice 

Focus on New Zealand will invite 
the International Director for Univer- 
sity of Otago, Dr. Roberto Rabel, to 
Beijing Today’s Study Abroad Salon 
next Monday. 

You are welcome to log in to our web- 
site at: http://bjtoday.ynet.com; or ask 
questions by first emailing to the host, 
Ayi, at: ayi@ynet.com. 

Time: 1-2 pm, Monday, September 6 
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The University of Auckland, which 
lies in the heart of the city of Auck- 
land, is the largest research institu- 
tion in New Zealand. 

“Our university is the most com- 
prehensive university in New Zealand 
in terms of its wide range of disci- 
plines and professional courses,” said 
Dr. Chris Tremewan, pro vice-chancel- 
lor (international) of the University of 
Auckland in the Study Abroad Salon 
this Monday. 

The fifth guest in Focus on New 
Zealand, Dr. Tremewan gave readers a 
detailed and vivid picture of the Uni- 
versity of Auckland through his infor- 
mative answers. 

University basics: 

What part of Auckland is your uni- 
versity located in? What is the sur- 
rounding environment like? Is the 
traffic convenient? 

— blue ocean 

Auckland, a harbor city 
much like Sydney, Seattle 
and Vancouver, is a mod- 
ern cosmopolitan city of 1.2 
million people, where The 
University of Auckland, as 
a world-class research-led 
university, has an honored 
place and plays an active 
role in the life of the city. 

The university is served 
by frequent public trans- 
port. There are many restau- 
rants and cultural amenities around 
the university - including very good 
Chinese restaurants. 

What is the official ranking of the 
University of Auckland? 

— white clothes 

Earlier this year New Zealand’s Ter- 
tiary Education Commission complet- 
ed its first ever Performance Based 
Research Fund (PBRF) assessment, 
and the University of Auckland was 
ranked as New Zealand’s top research 
university. 

Compared with the other seven uni- 
versities in New Zealand, what do you 
think are the advantages of your uni- 
versity? 

— telephone 

We have eight faculties under 
which the comprehensive range of 
disciplines taught to PhD level are 
grouped: arts, business and econom- 
ics, creative arts and industries, en- 
gineering, law, medical and health 
sciences, science and theology. 

In addition, we host four of New 
Zealand’s seven Centers of Research 
Excellence. These are in the areas of 


mathematics, molecular biodiscovery, 
growth and development and Maori 
development. 

Joint programs: 

Do you have any joint programs 
or relationships with Chinese uni- 
versities? 

— plane 

We are closely linked with Beijing 
University and Fudan University 
through the Universitias 21 Network. 

Through the Association of Pacific 
Rim Universities (APRU), we are in 
partnership with Tsinghua Universi- 
ty, Beijing University, Fudan Univer- 
sity, Zhejiang University, Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technol- 
ogy, and University of Science and 
Technology of China. 

Application: 

How many semesters does the Uni- 
versity of Auckland have 
each year? What are the ad- 
mission application dates? 

— passat 

Semester dates 2005: 
Summer school January 
6 - February 10 

First semester February 
28 - June 25 

Second semester July 18 
- November 12 

Application dates: 
General closing dates: 
December 1 for summer 

school 

December 8 for first semester 

May 31 for second semester 

Some programs have earlier closing 
dates. 

Can you list some channels for 
studying, applying and consulting for 
postgraduate studies? 

— gorilla 

For advice on making an applica- 
tion you can go to one of our agents in 
China. You can find the agents on our 
website. 

The New Zealand Trade and Enter- 
prise Office at the New Zealand Em- 
bassy in Beijing can also provide you 
with information on the university’s 
programs. 

If you want to seek academic ad- 
vice on particular subject areas please 
go through the International Office: 
international@auckland.ac.nz. 

For on-line applications, go to 
www.auckland.ac.nz/nDeva. 

Chinese students on campus: 

How many Chinese students are 
studying in your school at present? 

— rabbitear 


Dr. Chris Tremewan 


Massey University, founded in 1927 
in Palmerston North, New Zealand as 
an agricultural public university, has a 
proud 77-year history of educational ex- 
cellence. 

The university provides internation- 
al students access to a wide range of pro- 
grams and a diverse student body that 
includes Maori, or native New Zealand, 
students. 

While chatting with our readers this 
Monday, Professor John Raine, deputy 
vice-chancellor (Auckland) for Massey 
University, described international stu- 
dents’ lives and how they interact with 
local classmates and neighbors. 


Strengths and programs: 

Compared with the seven other uni- 
versities in New Zealand, what do you 
think are the advantages of Massey Uni- 
versity? 

— terrif 

Massey University has three cam- 
puses in Auckland, Wellington and 
Palmerston North as well as its lead- 
ing extramural (distance education) 
program. 


Which subjects or majors are the 
strongest at your university? 

— California 
Massey has diverse programs rang- 
ing across the sciences, engineering and 
technology, humanities and social sci- 
ences, education, business, design fine 
arts and music. 

We have particular strengths in the 
mathematical and information sciences, 
biological sciences in particular molecu- 
lar biology, the social sciences, business 
and design. 


As far as I know, Massey University 
started as an agricultural university. Is 
Massey famous for agricultural science? 

— rabbitear 

Massey University is famous for land- 
based sciences including veterinary sci- 
ences and horticultural sciences, and is 
well known for agricultural sciences. 

Massey University has a reputation 
for its aviation program, its College of 
Design Fine Arts and Music and New 
Zealand’s largest business school. 


Do you have relationships or joint 
programs with any Chinese universi- 
ties? 

— Mercedes 

Massey has relationships with 
Gansu Grassland Eco, Guizhou Uni- 
versity, Civil Aviation Flying College of 
Guangzhou, Shanghai CIIC Education 
International, Dalian Advanced Arts 
School, Nanjing Forestry University 
and Huazhong Agricultural Universi- 


ty. The teaching of Massey University 
business degrees is currently in the fi- 
nal stages of implementation at Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University. 

Internships: 

What kind of internships does Massey 
University provide students, especially 
international students? Do you think in- 
ternships are very important? 

— ducktail 

Massey has industry internships for 
its engineering students each summer 
as a requirement for the degree course. 
Internships are also appearing in busi- 
ness courses and others. 

Tuition fees: 

What are tuition fees like for interna- 
tional students? Can you give an aver- 
age number? 

— greentea 

Full information on fees is available 
under the international section of our 
website, www.massey.ac.nz. 

Campus life: 

It seems that every university in 
New Zealand has Maori students. How 
many Maori students are studying in 
your university? Is it easy for inter- 
national students to get along with 
them? What are the religious beliefs of 
the Maori? 

— maorigirl 

Massey University has the highest 
number of Maori students of any New 
Zealand university. 

In 2003, 10 percent of our total roll 
by head count was Maori students, four 
percent (1,533) on campus and six per- 
cent (2,404) extramural. 

It is very easy for international stu- 
dents to get along with them. Previous in- 
ternational students have enjoyed their 
contact with Maori students and learn- 
ing about their culture. Many of them 
are of Christian faith. 

What kind of accommodation does 
your university provide international 
students? Do international students 
have to cook themselves? 

— batman 

Massey University provides both ful- 
ly-catered hostel accommodation and 
self-catering apartments. 

The catered hostel accommodation 
cost around NZ$157 per week and the 
self-catering apartments around $130 
per week. Some international students 
choose to cook themselves. 

The University also offers home-stay 
accommodation from around $170 per 
week, where the student stays with a 
New Zealand family. This normally in- 
cludes food and laundry. 

What is the security situation on 
the Massey University campus? What 
measures have you adopted to protect 
students, especially international stu- 
dents? 

— blueocean 

The safety of our students is para- 
mount and we take this very seriously 
to ensure that we exceed the require- 
ments of the New Zealand Ministry of 
Education Code of Practice for the pas- 
toral care of international students. All 
the campuses have security staff pres- 
ent 24 hours a day. 

(Edited by Zhang Nan) 
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Lunch at Lush Photos by Li Shuzhuan and Yu Shanshan 


By Lv Pinrou 

T he Wudaokou area of 
Haidian District has 
always been a student 
hub as it stands near a 
cluster of several of Beijing’s 
top universities. Of late, 
the area has taken on the 
real feel of a college town, 
with cool student-oriented 
hangouts cropping up all 
over the place. 

Primarily responsible for 
this evolution is the Huaqing 
Jiayuan compound, a 
sprawling apartment 
complex home to many local 
foreign students that offers 
everything a young 
bohemian could want, from 
cheap eats to groovy cafes, 
small bars to full-on clubs 
with live music. And thanks 
to the Beijing’s first light rail 
track, which passes just next 
door, this fun part of town is 
no longer just convenient to 
nearby dorm dwellers. 

A Huaqing Jiayuan 
standout is Cava Coffee, a 
hip cafe designed to have an 
other-worldly feel inspired 
by the novel Invisible City 
by Italo Calvino. It sounds 
unlikely, but the place pulls 
it off and certainly stands 
apart from mushrooming 
corporate coffee options. 

All the coffee is brewed 
and sold within two weeks 
of roasting for optimum 
flavor, yet prices are quite 
reasonable. Big cups of rich 
Colombian, Brazilian Santes 
or Ethiopian Mocho go for 


Wudao-Cool 



Cava Coffee corner 


22 yuan each. For a different 
kind of buzz, patrons can 
dip into the impressive beer 
menu, which includes such 
potent Belgian brews as the 
Trappist ale Chimay (50 
yuan) and smooth Duvel (45 
yuan). 

Cava Coffee’s food options 
reveal Thai influence, 
especially in that cuisine’s 
mix of sour, spicy and sweet, 
with some creative touches. 
A house favorite is the 
qiandao longfeng juan (38 
yuan), diced shrimp rolled 
in crisp bacon for a sinfully 


tasty treat. A less greasy 
choice is the pomelo salad, a 
sharp, citrusy Thai specialty 
that fetches 25 yuan. 

Where: Huaqing Jiayuan, 
Wudaokou, Haidian Open: 

10 am - 2 am Average cost: 
30 yuan Tel: 8286 7297 

The bar/club/cafe Lush 
may strike many foreign 
students as having almost 
been flown in from their 
familiar college towns 
overseas. With its dingy- 
funky atmosphere, 
banged-up, simple furniture, 
handwritten blackboard 
signs and great music, it has 
everything a good college bar 
should have - and more. 

The fact Lush was set 
up by an American and a 
New Zealander goes a long 
way to explaining why it 



Lush’s pita bread platter, 30 yuan 


is so true to college bar 
form. Yet they’ve gone some 
extra steps, like putting 
together an attractive menu 
of western food, intended to 
give a “home away from 
home” feel. The eating 
options are not extensive, but 
there is more than enough 
to satisfy diners looking for 
a small snack or a complete 
meal, and most items fall in 
the reasonable 20 to 30 yuan 
range. 

The homemade focaccia, 
warmed and served with a 
plate of balsamic vinegar, 
olive oil and cracked black 
pepper, qualifies as one of 
Beijing’s better 10 yuan 
snack options. Great bread 
is also a key ingredient 
in Lush’s sandwiches, which 
are given a tangy zing 
thanks to swaths of a secret 
apricot sauce. The popular 
salads are made in “real 
American” style - think big. 
Cholesterol-loaded 
American-style breakfasts, 
just the thing to kill a 
hangover, are served all day 
long. Top it off with an 
addictively sweet scoop of ice 
cream in a cookie crust. 


Of course there is also 
plenty to drink, from booze to 
coffee to juices and soothing 
smoothies, all of solid quality. 
Even the base smoothie 
model, a mixture of yogurt 
and banana, is heads above 
most local competition. 

Neighboring a popular 
bookstore, Lush is a great 
place to pull up for an 
afternoon coffee and chill 
session. On a sunny Sunday 
afternoon, the background 
music was of the quality 
rarely heard anywhere in 
this city, rocking and 
righteous and just loud 
enough to enjoy while not 
prohibiting conversation. 

The club’s nightly 
specials up the volume and 
tend to pack the place 
out. Sundays are open mike 
nights, Tuesdays are for 
Latin music and dance 
lessons, and weekends DJ 
sessions bring out the party 
people. 

Where: Huaqing Jiayuan 
Open: 8 am - late (24 
hours Thursday to Sunday) 
Average cost: 25 yuan Tel: 
8286 3566 

Just around the corner 
from Lush stands the hot 
two-storey lounge and club 
Propaganda. The top floor 
is meant for chilling and 
chatting, while the first floor 
is for dancing to booming hip 
hop, drawing hordes of club 
kids foreign and native. 

The bar serves more than 
the predictable selection of 
booze with choices like the 
“propaganda” cocktail, a blue 
drink served aflame and 
priced at 35 yuan. Packs 
of partiers can bend elbows 
with the 18 BRW (110 yuan), 
a set of 18 test tubes 
filled with different colored 
concoctions made of vodka, 
Malibu, Blue bols and more. 

Where: Huaqing Jiayuan 
Open: 9 pm - late Average 
cost: 40 yuan Tel: 8286 3679 

Another popular 
nightlife spot is Platform, 
which works a train station 
motif with service staff 
in rail-inspired outfits and 
related curios on the walls. 
In keeping with the theme, 
the pride of the bar is its 
version of the classic brain- 
busting cocktail the “stop 
light”, which is sweet and 
booze-laden and priced at 
only 20 yuan. Such low 
prices are par for the course 
at Platform, which takes 
things further to draw 
thirsty students with drink 
specials every night of the 
week. Fridays are for 
serious inebriation, with 
tequila and vodka shots 
going for only 15 yuan a 
pop. Next stop, drunkville. 


Where: Huaqing Jiayuan 
Open: 8 pm - 4 am Average 
cost: 20 yuan Tel: 8286 3686 

For a different kind of 
Wudaokou experience, head 
east from Huaqing Jiaquan 
under the light rail station 
and turn north up Daxue Lu, 
home to a strip of bustling 
small Korean restaurants. 
Authenticity is a good bet, 
as these eateries are aimed 
squarely at the many Korean 
students in the area and 
Chinese characters on signs 
are few and far between. 

The Taibai Shanmai 
(Mountains of Taibai) 
restaurant may not be the 
coolest on the row, but it has 
earned a reputation for quality 
of food that has allowed it to 
survive, prosper and develop a 
veritable following despite its 
hidden location. 



Pork sausage ( shun chang), 
20 yuan 


A pride of the kitchen 
is the qianggu tudou tang , 
a thick soup made from 
potatoes and bones. It may 
sound simple, but it is very 
carefully cooked to draw out 
the bones’ flavor without 
being heavy on fat and gets 
natural thickening from the 
potatoes. A topping of sesame 
seeds and fragrant suzi leaves 
add contrasting, enriching 
flavors. The price of a 
medium-sized serving, enough 
to feed two, is 38 yuan. 

Another dish hard to find 
at most other Korean joints 
is the lazheng ankangyu 
(60 yuan), or spicy steamed 
anglerfish. The fish is first 
stir-fried and then steamed 
with piquant Korean-style 
sauce and bean sprouts, and 
is said to have near magical 
cold-curative powers. 

Like most Korean 
restaurants, Taibai Shanmai 
provides customers with a 
revolving selection of free 
small starters. Fortunately, 
the excellent pickled radish 
is served every day. 

Where: Daxue Lu, 
Wudaokou, Haidian Open: 
10:30 am - 5 am Average 
cost: 25 yuan Tel: 6232 3455 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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BUSINESS AGENT 


Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile: 13001 168744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 
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A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
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\ MOBILE:13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 


A Five-year-old Advertisement Company ^ 


we’re looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel:1391 1195219 
Husiness Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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ersonal Classifieds 


Accommodation 

One bedroom of a 140 
square meter new apartment 
is for rent. 500 feet from Zhic- 
hun Lu light rail station, TV, 
ADSL, A/C, prefer to share 
with non-native English speak- 
er! Short term may be ok. 2,500 
yuan per month. Contact: 
beijing@beijingsuccess.com, 
13552955775 

One bedroom apartment, 70 
square meters, in Mega Hall 
for rent. Wooden floor, nice fur- 
niture & deco, full home appli- 
ance, 24 hr hot water, security, 
underground parking, satellite 
TV and broadband Internet 
available. 7th floor, good view 
lake-facing. Convenient traffic, 
near Dongzhimen subway sta- 
tion. Contact: Ms. Dong, 5867 
6025, 13161023781 

Language Exchange 

A Chinese teacher and her 
husband, a Chinese history 
teacher, fond of traveling are 
looking for a person whose 
mother tongue is English. We 
want to exchange language 
learning and make friends. 
Email: ygzxty@yahoo.com.cn 
or ygzxty@hotmail.com 

Shining, female, 23, Bei- 
jinger, bachelor of electronic 
engineering, would like to help 
foreigners know more about 
the culture of Beijing. Con- 
tact: xiaonanl919@sohu.com 

Yang, 28, holder of bache- 
lor’s degree in management, is 
working hard in English and 
seeking a native English speak- 
er for language exchange. 
Email: cpa008@yahoo.com.cn 


Jane, a Beijing female 
editor with literature and 
language bachelor degree, 
hopes to meet a native Eng- 
lish speaker who wants to 
learn Chinese. Her email: 
yuanjane789@yahoo.com.cn 

Kathy, 24, a warmhearted 
and honest girl, nicknamed 
“happy bird” by friends, is 
looking for language exchange 
partners. I enjoy folk dancing 
and singing. Eager to im- 
prove oral English. Contact: 
clever369@yahoo.com.cn 

Personals 

Professional Chinese young 
lady who has over five years 
teaching experience would like 
to be a Chinese tutor to share 
the essence of Chinese lan- 
guage and Chinese culture 
with foreign friends. Contact: 
13910535609, email: 

zhangj essica7 2@hotmail. com 

Shining would like to work 
for a foreign family, for in- 
stance taking care of a child 
or doing housework. If you 
are interested, email her: 
xiaonan 191 9@sohu . com 

Does anybody with a warm 
heart want a very cute five- 
month-old white cat? Contact 
Mr. Zhang at: 13911613774 

Disclaimer: Beijing Today does 
not take responsibility for verify- 
ing the authenticity of the per- 
sonal classifieds and thus Beijing 
Today does not guarantee the ac- 
curacy, integrity or quality of the 
contents. All content is the sole 
responsibility of the advertisers. 



French subtitles) 

Where: B2M bar When: Sep- 
tember 8, 8 pm Admission: free 
Tel: 6426 1091 


House of Flying Daggers 
(Shimian Maifu) 

Directed by Zhang Yimou and 
starring Takashi Kaneshivo, Andy 
Lau, Zhang Ziyi and Song Dandan. 
Jin, a handsome soldier, and Mei, 
a beautiful revolutionary, embark 
on a journey while engaging in he- 
roic martial arts battles and fac- 
ing betrayals as well as their own 
burgeoning love. This movie is set 
in the Tang Dynasty and is based 
on intrigues to kill the emperor. (In 
English) 

Where: Cherry Lane Movie 
Theater, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang When: Tonight and 
Saturday, 8 pm Admission: 50 
yuan Tel: 13501251303 




Six Strong Guys 
(Liuzhuangshi) 

Directed by Barbara Wong, 
starring Hacken Lee, Andy Hui, 
Ekin Cheng, George Lam, Chap- 
man To and Karena Lam. The 
night of a full moon, four urban 
professionals gather at the top 
floor of a prestigious office tower, 
planning to jump off the building. 
They agree to give themselves 
three hours to take care of un- 
finished business and then meet 
again at the same place for the 
final act. The unexpected events 
that follow, however, ensure things 
will not go as planned. 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Shuangyushu Kex- 
ueyuan, Haidian When: opened 
September 2 Tel: 6261 2851 


The Orphan of Anyang 
(Anyang De Gu’er) 

Directed by Wang Chao and 
Zhang Xi, starring Zhu Jie, Sun 
Guilin, Yue Senyi and Liu Tian- 
ho. In provincial China, factory 
worker Yu Dagang has just lost 
his job. While eating at a noodle 
stand, the owner shows him a 
young baby who’s been left there 
by her mother. The baby bears 
a note offering a monthly salary 
to anyone willing to look after 
the child. Yu decides to take 
the job and calls up the mother, 
a young prostitute named Feng 
Yanli. Over the next few months, 
Yu adapts well to his new re- 
sponsibilities and soon Feng has 
moved into his apartment, form- 
ing a makeshift family. But the 
trio is threatened by Side, a dy- 
ing gangster who tries to kidnap 
their child... (in Chinese with 
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Modern Oils 
of 

Pang Yongjie 

Using fluent technique, 
big blocks of color and 
a traditional understand- 
ing of character to create 
portraits of human na- 
ture and the soul, Pang’s 
conceptual works expose 
Beijing’s inner world with 
directness and courage. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 
1-1E Huaweili Enjoy para- 
dise, Chaoyang When: till 
September 15, 9:30 am - 
7:00 pm Admission: free 
Tel: 8779 0461 



Record of a Journey to 
the East - Solo Show of 
Sebastian Heiner 

This solo exhibition high- 
lights abstract oils painted 
by contemporary German art- 
ist Sebastian Heiner. Heiner 
came to Beijing from Berlin 
this April to know and 
understand an unfamiliar 
culture and has since used 
his paintings to express his 
new knowledge. The intui- 
tive paintings show he has 
found freedom within a dif- 
ferent culture. 

Where: Arts Seasons Gal- 
lery, Dashanzi Art District, 
2 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
When: Tuesdays through 

Sundays till September 30, 
11 am - 7 pm, or by appoint- 
ment Admission: free Tel: 
6431 1900 
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Symbols 
of China 


In this 
collection of 
works, artists 
use symbols to 
represent 
themselves and 
a larger national 
spirit through 
traditional 
Chinese images. 

Where: 
Creation Art 
Gallery, north 
end of Ritan 
Donglu When: 
till September 
17, 10 am - 7 pm 
Admission: free 
Tel: 8561 7570 






Realist Pen Drawings 

Artist Yang Yutang im- 
bues his pen drawings with 
unique charm that gives 
them a high standing and 
allows him to creatively 
challenge the masters of 
modern art. 

Where: China National 
Museum of Fine Arts, 1 
Wusi Dajie, Dongcheng 
When: September 5-10 Ad- 
mission: free Tel: 6401 
7076 

Anna Bella Geiger 
Retrospective 

The Red Gate Gallery 
will hold a retrospective ex- 
hibition of the art career 
of Anna Bella Geiger, in- 
cluding her latest creations 
with a contemporary van- 
guard style. 

Where: Red Gate Gal- 
lery, Dongbianmen Watch- 
tower, Chongwen When: 
September 4-12, 10 am - 5 
pm daily Admission: free 
Tel: 6525 1005 


BJ Hikers - Pinnacle Tower 

This walk starts in a valley 
and follows a mountain trail up 
to the Great Wall, where we 
will shift to a nice path running 
through the middle of the Wall. 
The high point makes a perfect 
spot for lunch, with panoramic 
views of surrounding mountains 
and the Wall trailing off into the 
distance. We will use ropes at 
one difficult section on the way 
to the top tower, and then finish 
the hike in a quiet, little-known 
park. 

Where: Huairou county, north 
of Beijing When: Sunday, pick 
up at 8 am at Lido Hotel, outside 
Starbucks Cost: 150 yuan (100 
yuan for children under 12) Tel: 
13910025516 

Drifting Fun with High Club 

Try a trek around Longtan- 
jian, an area dotted with high 
mountains and steep cliffs in 
Huairou District. The path is 


lined with historical relics, such 
as ancient plank roads built into 
cliff faces, stone jars and a horse- 
mounting stone believed to have 
been used by ancient female gen- 
eral Mu Guiying. 

Where: Huairou county, 

north of Beijing When: Satur- 
day, pick up at 8:30 am in front 
of Big Easy at the south gate 
of Chaoyang Park, Chaoyang 
Cost: 180 yuan, inclusive of 
transportation, English tour 
guide, main gate ticket, lunch 
and water Tel: 6553 2228 


Players of all levels are welcome 
for play in and out of doors. 

The club also offers midweek 
coaching sessions for adults to 
build their skills, all taught by 
FA-qualified coaching staff. To get 
playing, or for more information, 
email: play@wanguoqunxing.com. 
Tel: 6417 0495 
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Play Football Now! 

ClubFootball FC invites men, 
women and children in Beijing 
to come along and play football. 


Walk for Fun 

The Beijing International 
Long Distance Walk Carnival 
kicks off at the Beijing Econom- 
ic and Technology Development 
Zone Sunday at 7:30 am. This 
fun, free activity is open to peo- 
ple of all ages and fitness levels. 

The route spans 21 kilome- 
ters and will have five checks 
points, where walkers can col- 
lect different colored ribbons to 
show they completed different 


The Big Easy 

This local institution covers 
the musical bases, with life blues 
Wednesday to Saturday, techno 
on Sundays and Tuesdays and 
reggae on Monday nights. 

Where: Chaoyang Park south 
gate, Chaoyang Tel: 6508 6776 
Metal Music 

Saturday night features bands 
Verse, PK14, Chun Qiu and Hol- 
low. Gu Cheng perform Sunday 
night. 

Where: New Get Lucky, Dong- 
fang Qicai Dashijie, in Laitai 
Flower Market When: Saturday 
and Sunday, 9:30 pm Admis- 
sion: 30 yuan Tel: 8448 3335 


Ethnic Extravaganza 

Over 130 artists from 20 eth- 
nic groups from the China Cen- 
tral Minorities Song and Dance 
Ensemble will present the best 
songs and dances of their cul- 
tures. Directed by Ding Wei, the 
“Auspicious Clouds from Heaven 
to Earth” spectacular boasts a va- 
riety show supported with state- 
of-the-art stage settings and 
inspirational props. The settings 
will come to life with seemingly 
real mountain springs and man- 
made rain made from 250 kilo- 
grams of rice. 

Where: Poly Theatre, Dongsi 
Shitiao, Chaoyang When: Sep- 
tember 9-12, 7:30 pm Admis- 
sion: 120-880 yuan Tel: 6506 
5345, 6506 5343 
Canadian-Ukrainian Dance 

The renowned Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers of Alberta, Can- 
ada will stage their critically ac- 
claimed production of Cinderella. 
Created under the artistic direc- 
tion of Gordon Gordey, the com- 
pany benefits enormously from 
the choreographic geniuses of 
Viktor Lytvynov from Ukraine 
and John Pichlyk from Canada. 

Where: Beijing Exhibition 
Hah Theatre, Xizhimenwai Da- 
jie, Xicheng When: September 
10 and 11, 7:30 pm Admission: 
120-520 yuan Tel: 6835 4455 





sections. Walkers that get all 
five ribbons will receive certifi- 
cates of completion at the end of 
the event. This is a non-compet- 
itive, fun gathering of people in- 
terested in participation rather 
than winning. 

There are no prizes, place 
standings, or medals to vie for. 
Interested people can call 8580 
1241 ext. 4 for details, or sign up 
at any of China Life Insurance’s 
22 local offices. 




TV and Radio Highlights 

HBO 


3 Friday 


The Time Machine 

9:00 pm 

4 Saturday 


Half Past Dead 

9:00 pm 

5 Sunday 


Disturbing Behavior 

10:00 pm 

6 Monday 


Maximum Risk 

9:00 pm 

7 Tuesday 


XXX 

10:30 pm 

8 Wednesday 


Hysterical Blindness 

10:00 pm 

9 Thursday 


Head Over Heels 

11:20 pm 

CCTV-9 


Monday - Friday 


Around China 

6:30 am 

Cultural Express 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science / 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 

2:30 pm 

Nature and Science / 


Chinese Civilization 

5:30 pm 

Dialogue 

7:30 pm 

News Updates / 


Asia Today 

8 pm 

Sports Scene 

11:15 pm 

Saturday 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

Center Stage 

11:30 am 

Sunday 


Sports Weekend 

10 am 

Documentary 

10:30 am 

This Week 

12:30 am 

China Radio International 91.5 FM 

Monday - Friday 


Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5-5:30 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Saturday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Music Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Sunday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language 
exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free 
to email us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2518 

By Zhang Jianzhong 
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By Shida Zhu 

H eyuan Garden CHf HI) is 
the biggest of all an- 
cient gardens in Yang- 
zhou, a city at the 
juncture of the Grand Canal and 
the Yangtze River. The garden 
faces the ancient canal, borrow- 
ing much of its beauty in the de- 
sign of its landscaping. 

It was built in 1883, the ninth 
year of the reign of Emperor Dao- 
guang on the site of the previous 
Double Chinese Scholartree Gar- 
den. The owner was He Zhidao, 
governor of the prefecture, hence 
its name. 

It is composed of living quar- 
ters and gardens in a perfect com- 
bination of Chinese and Western 
style. This was by no means un- 
usual, as in the late 19th centu- 
ry, considering the good points of 
Western civilization and learning 
from the West was in vogue. The 
living quarters comprise three 
sections with a yard each. The 
mansion in the front yard is a 
hall made of nanmu wood and 
the two others in the second and 
third yard are two story build- 
ings. 

The roofs are covered with 
black tiles while the walls are 
made of terrazzo and are paneled 
with glass windows and nanmu 
shutters. Inside the house there 
are fireplaces, looking glasses in- 
set in carved wooden frames and 
gliding doors, all made with ex- 
quisite craftmanship. The two- 
story buildings are connected 
with the 400-meter-long covered 
round-the-garden corridors in ex- 
traordinary harmony. 

The garden is separated natu- 
rally into the eastern and west- 
ern parts by a covered corridor 
that rises and falls as the land- 
scape does. In the eastern part, 
the “ship hall” is surrounded with 
a paving of pebbles and tiles in a 
rippling pattern that creates the 
illusion of waves. When the moon 
is full and shines on the pebbled 
patterns, it seems as if the house 
is a ship plying through water. 

Northeast of the ship hall are 
rocky formations built against 
the backdrop of a wall. On top 
of the rocky hills is the Pavilion 
of the Moon facing east. In the 
southwest corner of the western 
part of the garden stands another 
Pavilion of the Moon facing west. 
People may appreciate the rising 
and setting of the moon from the 
two platforms. 

The Pianshi Shanfang OS' & ib 
J%), the Stone Hut Garden, in the 
southwest corner of the Heyuan 
Garden is the remains of a gar- 
dening masterpiece by Shi Tao 
(1642-1707), a monk and famous 
painter and designer of rock for- 
mations of the early Qing Dynas- 
ty. He was a descendant of the 
royal family of the toppled Ming 
court. Shi Tao designed a rock 
hill against a wall on the north- 
ern shore of Quchi Pond, which 
remains intact. 

A poem by Shi Tao eulogizes 
the garden: 

White clouds dim the ancient 
caves, 

Listening to the cascading wa- 
ter, at complete ease is my heart; 

How many good hooks there 
are in the study, 

Lo! A genuine fairy Fm here as 
a hermit. 

There is another famous gar- 
den in Yangzhou, built by Huang 
Yingtai, president of the associa- 
tion of salt merchants south and 
north of the Huaihe River during 
the reign of Emperor Daoguang 
of the Qing Dynasty. It is called 
Geyuan Garden HI). 

In the center stands Yiyu Hall, 
with its four sides open to the 
garden. The main two-storied ar- 
chitecture is the Changlou in the 
north where guests were feted. 

It is best known for its novel 
rock formations expressing the 
essence of the four seasons: 
spring, summer, autumn and 
winter. The rock hill of spring 
is planted with green bamboo, 
while the one of summer looks 
onto a pool where lotus flowers 
are in full bloom in summer. A 
zigzag bridge spans the pool and 
leads to a seemingly endless rock 
cave. One may climb the stone 
steps in the cave to a pavilion 
of exquisite grace that stands on 
the top of the hill. 

A suspended corridor connects 
Changlou and the autumn hill of 
yellow rocks, the highest point of 



Jixiao Shanzhuang in Heyuan 
Garden 


Thanks to the 
Grand Canal 
extending north to the 
imperial city of Beijing, 
dug during the Sui 
Dynasty, northern 
Jiangsu Province has 
long been a cradle 
of refined art and 
architecture. Because 
of the wild and yet 
elegant fancies of 
those self-styled men 
of letters, officials and 
rich merchants, the 
salt merchants in 
particular, private 
gardens in all manner 
of fantasies, throve 
there. 



Geyuan Garden 



Pianshi Shanfang in Heyuan 
Garden 


Geyuan Garden 

Photos by Imaginechina 




Mountains of 
Clouds 


By Dong Nan 

Wuling Mountain, rising 2,118 
meters above sea level, is located 
in Miyun, northwest of Beijing. 
In summer and autumn, there 
are always seas of cloud and frost 
surrounding the tops of highest 
peaks. 

The mountain is also well 
known for its 1,100 species of high- 
er plants, among which are 178 
species of wild flowers and 57 6 spe- 
cies of medicinal herbs. Its sheer 
cliffs and precipices, deep valleys, 
lingering clouds, springs and pools, 
Buddhist pagoda and inscriptions 
on the cliffs make it a popular week- 
end destination for Beijingers. 

The four main sightseeing ar- 
eas are Waitao Feng (Waitao Peak), 
special for clouds and flowers, 
Xianren Ta (Xianren Tower), spe- 
cial for strangely shaped stones, 
Long Tan (Dragon Pool), special for 
springs and waterfalls and Qingli- 
ang Jie (Cool Land), special for in- 
scriptions and temples. 

If you still have time, Simatai 
Great Wall lies just to the west of 
Wuling Mountain. Professor Luo 
Zhewen, a specialist of the Great 
Wall used to say: “The Great Wall 
is the best of ancient Chinese 
buildings, and Simatai is the best 
of the Great Wall.” 

Wuling Shanzhuang (Wuling 
Mountain Villa), a three-star ho- 
tel located between Wuling Shan 
and Simatai, is a good base for 
a weekend visit. It provides rea- 
sonably comfortable accommoda- 
tion, bowling, swimming and, of 
course, karaoke, as well as a mini- 
bus service to the nearby scenic 
spots. 

Be sure to take some warm cloth- 
ing, as it can be quite cool on top of 
the mountain, even in summer. 

Wuling Mountain Villa offers a 
two-day trip for around 500 yuan 
Tel: 8102 2489 

Getting there: Take bus 980 
from Dongzhimen Bus Station to 
Miyun, then a taxi to Wuling 
Shan (around 80 yuan). Alterna- 
tively, driving from Beijing: pass 
through Miyun Xiancheng, Taishi- 
tun, Songshuyu, go north and turn 
right, pass through Xinchengzi 
and Caojialu, go east to the north 
entrance. 


the garden. On top of the hill is 
the Cloud Kissing Pavilion, where 
people climb on the ninth day of 
the ninth lunar month to cele- 
brate the Double Ninth Festival 
of autumn and see the beautiful 
scenes in the Lean West Lake and 
the Mountain of Guanyin, the 
Godess of Mercy, in the north. The 
hill of winter is a wall of white 
rocks produced in Xuancheng, An- 
hui. There are 24 holes in the up- 
per part of the wall, and in winter, 
when the wind sweeps through 
these open windows, the whole 
structure howls. 

Another garden, more related 
to water, lies in the northeast of 
Rugao GtpJpO, a town east of Yang- 
zhou. The Shuihui Garden 
HI), or Water Painting Garden, is 
crisscrossed with streams and is 
representative of Ming and Qing 
gardens with its scholarly taste 
and finesse of elegance. 

It was built during the reign 
of the Emperor Wanli of the Ming 
Dynasty by Mao Yigui from a lo- 
cal noble family. His grandson, 
Mao Xiang (1611-1693), tired of 
politics, and decided to stay in 
his hometown without taking 
any official posts. He formed a 
society, the Fu She, with friends 
and criticized the political life of 
the day in private. He is known 
as one of the “four renowned 
gentlemen” of the late Ming pe- 
riod. Under his care, the garden 
became one of the best-known 
in northern Jiangsu. It covered 


more than six hectares, with no 
wall, bounded only by an encircl- 
ing brook. 

Mao Xiang brought Dong 
Xiaowan (1624-1652), a geisha 
and a Suzhou beauty, to his home. 
Remarkably clever and beautiful, 
Dong was well versed in the em- 
broidery, music, culinary and tea 
making arts. 

Mao Xiang erected the Shuim- 
ing Hall, or Water Bright Hall on 
the pond, as a place for his sweet- 
heart to apply her make-up. The 
hall is more than 40 meters long 
from north to south, fronted with 
a pavilion over the water, a liv- 
ing room in the middle and a 
penthouse in the rear, all connect- 
ed with a zigzag corridor. Seen 
from afar, the layers upon layers 
of structures give the impression 
they continue without end, fur- 
ther evidence of the artistry of 
this master designer. 

The garden fell into disrepair 
after Mao Xiang died. After 1949, 
Professor Chen Congzhou of Ts- 
inghua University, a leading gar- 
den architect, presided over its 
renovation, restoring it to its for- 
mer poetic beauty and glory. 

Getting there: Return air- 
fares from Beijing to Nanjing, the 
capital of Jiangsu Province range 
from 1,020, to 2,010 yuan. There 
are also direct trains from Beijing 
to Nanjing (10 and a half hours). 
From Nanjing, it is less than two 
hours by train or bus to Yang- 
zhou. 
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